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Abstract 
 
In this research study, the researcher investigates obstacles faced by news 
journalists in investigative journalism in a democracy as experienced in Botswana.  
Investigative journalism and democracy have a symbiotic relationship.  This relationship 
serves to make the public sensitive about, and aware of, injustices and undemocratic 
practices and it could, ultimately, contribute significantly to the process of 
democratization (Faure 2005: 155).  Unfortunately, in their endeavor to keep up with the 
ethos of investigative journalism, journalists meet obstacles that range from legal to 
financial issues.  The author investigates those factors that reporters in Botswana rate as 
having the greatest impact on their investigative efforts.  The study also assesses the 
attitudes of journalists in the country towards the roles and responsibilities of the fourth 
estate, which supports investigative reporting.  Investigative journalism is centered on 
disclosure, described by six elements:  public interest, theme, accuracy, follow-up 
reports, consequences and questioning the status quo (Faure 2005:160; Marron 1995:1).   
The researcher interrogated the current practice of investigative journalism in newsrooms 
in the Botswana context, by means of a self-administered questionnaire. 
A cumulative sum of scores of each rank order for each obstacle was used to 
observe the one rated the most impeding by Botswana journalists.  Elementary 
descriptive statistics in the form of percentages were used to assess attitudes of Botswana 
journalists towards investigative journalism.    The same method was used to assess the 
proportion of investigative stories in four sampled Botswana newspapers.  The contents 
of the respective newspapers were assessed against the five elements of investigative 
reporting that include: theme, public interest, questioning the status quo, accuracy, 
follow-up reports and consequences. 
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Chapter I 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Mass media are channels of communication through which information is 
conveyed to the society, particularly in free societies to enhance democracy.  
Unfortunately, journalists who assume the moral authority to perform the duty of 
information dissemination face obstacles daily in their endeavour to fulfil this obligation.  
They face obstacles that range from financial to legal limitations.  Sociologists like 
Peterson (1956:73) and De Burgh (2000: 6) believe that what drives the journalist to 
perform his duties is the notion that journalism is objective and has a social responsibility 
to create a public sphere through which ideas and opinions in a free society are played 
and exchanged for informed decision making by individual citizens.  Peterson (1956: 82) 
views the media’s social responsibility as a safeguard to totalitarianism. 
However, De Burg (2000:5) questions journalists’ functions, asking with what 
right investigative journalists exercise their profession, what idea of social responsibility 
appears to motivate their activity, and how they define objectivity. 
A possible answer  is that the media have a duty to inform us about events in the 
world that significantly affect our lives, according to Kieran (1999: 25).  The author 
contends that this traditional conception of the role of the news media generally 
underwrites the presumption that the press constitutes the fourth estate.  The other three 
estates are legislature, executive, judiciary, all semi-autonomous and official spheres of 
the government (Kieran 1999:25). 
Kieran justifies the imperative role of the media (1999:25) as follows: 
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Although the political arrangements of the checks and balances aim to 
prevent the domination of one sphere of government on another, it remains 
possible for devious, powerful individuals and institutions within the 
government to conspire in their own private interest.  This is a perversion of 
the transparent functioning of the government, the aim being accountability, 
in order to achieve private ends independently of legality and public interest. 
But due to complexity, size and levels of government, the mechanisms, 
bodies, personnel and interrelations involved in the democratic process are far 
from transparent. 
 
Kieran (1999:25) therefore argues that there is no absolute guarantee of trust and 
the trappings of power and influence can often corrupt those in positions of authority, 
adding that “it is possible for those in political sphere to club together and attempt to 
prevent the democratic process to further their own aims and goals”. 
“This is where the notion of the press as an unofficial estate comes in” (Kieran 
1999: 25),   Kieran states, “... obviously we can not get to grips with the opaque workings 
of government or hope to grasp the nuances of political manoeuverings, but those who 
study the process itself from day to day, comment on it, and relay reports to us through 
the news media are not only there to report public workings of the government but can 
hope to explain to us what significance of certain events might be”.  He posits that 
journalists reporting on the day’s proceedings in congress, parliament, the courts or the 
behaviour of the police are in effect watchdogs for the people over those who occupy 
positions of power and rule in the name of “our benefit”. 
Kieran (1999: 26) emphasises the watchdog role of the media;   
 
The watchdog role of the press brings with it its own form of power to shape 
and influence events.  Rather it is to point up the implied contract between the 
citizens in a liberal state and the news media.  The point of the press is to 
keep a watch on those in position of power over us, in order to report what is 
actually happening and being done in our name.  We need this information 
both to know what is happening and so that we can judge whether our 
representatives are doing their job, whether we should make representations 
to government against some policy and whether true justice is being carried 
out. 
 
The author contends that it is important to realize that the implicit contract 
between citizens and the news media, as a watchdog, entails a normative conception of 
good journalism.  A failure to investigate and report a story constitutes a failure to fulfill 
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the function of the news media and live up to the implied contract, particularly where 
there is evidence, sources are available and that the events have far-reaching implications 
for the savings or lives of many people (Kierian 1999: 26). 
 Schultz (1998: 17) views the investigative journalist’s obligation similar to that of 
a saint.  He states that sound investigative reporting is needed to restore the public faith in 
the credibility of the press and to make the press a more reliable and more effective 
monitor of government. 
 
On the other hand, Schultz (1998: 17) believes that investigative reporting has its own 
hiccups, because it may also be salacious, commercially driven and trite and thus further 
undermine public faith in the press.  A constant diet of exposure without sufficient 
context may also erode public confidence in political institutions and simply encourage 
cynicism, anxiety and an insatiable demand for conspiracy and titillation (Schultz 1998: 
17).  The author argues that though journalists could be seen as guardians when their 
methods and motives are questioned – as in the rising public anger about media intrusion 
and lack of respect for privacy – those in the industry may be quite disdainful of public 
attitudes.  Investigative journalism therefore is a controversial genre implied in its 
definition, method, obstacles, history and the consequences of its application. 
 
DEFINITION OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM 
 
It seems there is no one definition of investigative journalism, therefore it tends to 
depend on the inclination of the author towards the genre and probably on the objective 
of the investigative reporter or the profession itself. 
However there are generally two accepted principles on investigative journalism, 
that of exposure and disclosure.  Therefore, Spark (2003: 6) and Aucoin (2005: 89) share 
the opinion that the information must have been intentionally hidden, so that investigative 
reporters have to gather facts which someone wants suppressed or kept secret.  It seeks 
not just the obvious informants who will be uncontroversial or economical with truth, but 
less obvious, those who know about disturbing secrets and are angry or disturbed enough 
not to divulge them (Spark 2003: 6). 
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De Burgh (2000: 9) defines investigative journalism as a  career: 
 
An investigative journalist is a man or woman whose profession is to discover 
the truth and to identify lapses from it in whatever media may be available.  
The act of doing this generally is called investigative journalism and is 
distinct from apparently similar work done by police, lawyers, auditors and 
regulatory bodies in that it is not limited as to target, not legally founded and 
closely connected to publicity. 
 
 Other authors (such as Faure 2005:157; Waisbord  2001:14, Schultz 1998:58) 
have attempted to define investigative journalism operationally.  These authors share 
sentiments that investigative journalism involves publicizing information about wrong- 
doing that affects the public interest and that the story should arise from the initiative of 
the reporter.  Aucoin (2005: 89) thus describes investigative journalists as dispassionate 
professionals probing beneath the surface to uncover whole truth.   
 Faure (2005: 157) attempts to clarify investigative journalism further by listing its 
characteristics as follows: 
 
Investigative journalism 
• is a distinctive journalism practice that thrives on 
confidentiality 
• is characterized by a unique news gathering process 
• when published, discloses abuses of human rights and 
interests  
• may cause a reaction in readers and authorities  
• may lead to changes in public policy and eventually social 
change. 
 
 
Aucoin (2005: 85) describes investigative journalism by showing how it differs 
from conventional reporting.  The writer says, though some commentators think any good 
reporting is investigative, investigative reporting is a “speciality” that requires special 
skills for digging out information, more than normal stamina and tough-mindedness.  
Secondly, he concedes that it is a separate, coherent social activity differing from 
conventional reporting in its intensified use of traditional reporting methods and in the 
manner which it conceptualizes a reporting project. According to Aucoin (2005: 85), the 
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genre is different in the sense that it involves two special talents, “one is the ability to use 
public records, the other is the ability to see and understand relationships between people 
and institutions”.    Aucoin (2005: 85) concedes that there two types of investigative 
reporting, first is the widely understood perspective of exposing hidden illegalities and 
public official malfeasance, the second one is where the reporter “zeroes in on systems 
and institutions in public or private realm, to find out how they really work, who 
exercises power, who benefits and who gets hurt.” 
Aucoin (2002: 91) sums up the definition of investigative journalism as follows: 
1) exposure of information 2) about an important public issue 3) that someone or some 
organization does not want reported and 4) that is revealed through the original, time- 
consuming “digging” of the reporter, for 5) for the purpose of inspiring reform. 
 
Procedures in Investigative Journalism 
 
There are no hard and fast rules on how to carry out an investigation; however 
Aucoin (2005: 92) traces attempts to develop a systematic investigative reporting 
methodology back to the 1960s.  He posits that this is what differentiates modern-day 
investigative reporting from early twentieth century “muckraking” which only involved 
distillation and interpretation of already-known information.   
For a social practice such as investigative journalism to thrive, Aucoin (2005: 98) 
contends, practitioners should be able to exude virtues such as courage, justice, honesty 
and a sense of tradition. 
As  a methodology for  investigation, Aucoin (2005: 97) tends to advocate 
techniques that were used in Newsday’s heroin investigation, the exposure of police 
brutality in Chicago, the study of the Philadelphia court system, and the revelation of 
voter fraud in Chicago. 
Aucoin (2005: 97) says that all serve as a breadth of methodology applied by 
investigative journalists particularly in the mid 1970’s, and documented a list of skills 
required for investigative reporting, as follows:  
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• Conceptualising stories at a systemic level concentrating on patterns of abuse, 
illegalities and corruption rather than on a few wrongdoers; 
• Organising, correlating and evaluating massive amounts of information and 
sifting through thousands of documents; 
• Interviewing hundreds of sources for an individual or stories; 
• Analysing with computers otherwise unmanageable amounts of data; 
• Persisting in an investigation over months of inquiry, even when faced with what 
appear insurmountable odds, such as following up hundreds of leads to find 
information and develop evidence; 
• Collecting evidence that people and institution want to keep hidden, even if 
collecting it means surveillance or undercover work by the reporters; 
• Conducting tough interviews with targets of their investigations ; 
• Verifying the truth evidence, such as through the use of polygraph tests in the 
police brutality series 
• Cooperating in teams to accommodate investigations that go beyond the scale 
that individuals could handle alone. 
 
Utilising this broad definition and noting Aucoin’s stringent requirements, this study 
applies a rigorous expectation to articles that are perceived as investigative journalism in 
the context of Botswana in 2008. Hence the term is understood to imply a far deeper 
investigation than a mere collection of facts with critical comment, whether the sources 
are police spokespersons, court reports, public relations and news agency reports or 
informants. This type of reporting must, ideally, reflect a deeper probe into the reported 
events than the above sources can provide. 
 
 Benefits of Investigative Journalism 
 
Democracy 
 
The importance of investigative journalism in democracy is centred on the press 
as the fourth estate or fourth power which describes it as independent from other 
institutions of power in a democratic government such as the executive, judiciary and the 
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legislature. Waisbord (2001:15) posits that the role of investigative journalism can be 
understood in keeping with the fourth estate model of the press.  It is based on the 
political arrangement of the checks and balances aimed at preventing the domination of 
one sphere of government over another (Kieran 1999:25 and Waisbord (2001:15). 
Other writers deem that the influence of investigative journalism in democracy is 
explained by its role in the social fabric.  Schultz (1998:47) argues that by claiming a 
public and essentially democratic purpose, which shapes its other imperatives, the news 
media have been able to define themselves as an institution with a public political, social 
and cultural role.  The claim to this central independent status is based largely on the 
liberal arguments of the enlightenment, which led to the successful creation of the notion 
of the press as the fourth estate in the nineteenth century Britain, and as an institution of 
such importance to the democratic process that it must not be limited, in the United States 
(Schultz 1998:47).  
According to (Schultz 1998:48) the press emerged as the fourth estate by the 
practical application of the principles of the freedom of expression that were vigorously 
sought in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  By asserting an independent role in 
public life and the centrality of freedom of expression, the press began to legitimize itself 
as the conduit for public discussion and took a crucial step towards becoming a source of 
power in political life (Schultz 1998:48). 
Waisbord (2001:15) views the media as machinery for monitoring those in 
authority and to curb abuses of power and he says, “[t]he centrality of the media in 
contemporary democracies makes political elites sensitive to news, particularly to bad 
news that often causes public commotion”.  He adds that the publication of news about 
political and economic wrong-doing can trigger congressional and judicial investigation, 
though he warns that continuous press attention does not guarantee congressional and 
judicial attention to investigate and prosecute those responsible for wrong-doing.  At a 
minimum, investigative reporting retains important agenda-setting powers to remind 
citizens and political elites about the existence of certain issues (Waisbord 2001:15). 
Nonetheless most writers like Waisbord (2001:150), who advocates for the 
genre, are optimistic that investigative journalism results in a healthy 
democracy. Investigative journalism contributes by nurturing an informed 
citizenry.  Information is a vital resource to empower a vigilant public that 
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ultimately holds government accountable through voting and participation.  
With the ascent of media-centred politics in contemporary democracies, the 
media have eclipsed other social institutions as the main source of 
information about issues and processes that affect citizen’s lives (Waisbord 
2001:150).  
 
In short, investigative journalism nurtures democracy through its influence on 
policy as shown in the history of investigating reporting in the literature review by 
exposing wrong-doing, for instance the publication of news stories about the White 
House eventually resulted in Nixon’s resignation as the public lost confidence in his 
administration. 
 
Obstacles 
 
Obstacles in investigative journalism tend to vary within different countries, 
depending on existing variables.  However it is generally agreed that obstacles include 
finance, time constraints, legal restrictions, culture, politics, management commitment 
and journalist commitment (Baker 2005:1 and  De Burg 2000: 304). 
 
Finance/Time 
 
The effect of finance on the media involved in investigative reporting is multi-
pronged.  This could include profit maximization, time and cost-effectiveness and 
muzzling of investigative media institutions by advertisers.     
Because most media organizations, particularly in free market societies, are run 
like business, the prime drive is profit.  Barker (2005: 1) observes, “today with ownership 
of the media increasingly concentrated in the hands of the few corporations, everything is 
about generating larger and larger profit margins and better corporate quarterly reports”.  
He posits that putting a reporter on a six-month project with no guaranteed income is less 
cost-effective than having that person “crank out” a new article every day. Hence, quality 
and quantity are often natural enemies (Barker 2005:1). 
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Depending on how much a media institution or newspaper may rely on income 
from advertising, advertisers may control the editorial content of the medium of 
communications, for instance newspapers.  Fourie (2004: 180-181) explains this:  
 
The west is often accused in Marxist circles of allowing advertisers to 
determine the content of newspapers.  According to the Marxist view 
advertisers in the west insist on a particular type of news presentation and 
will withdraw their advertising should the newspaper fail to comply.  
Allegations of such flagrant manipulation are probably somewhat 
exaggerated.  Nevertheless it is true that advertisers are guilty of subtle or 
indirect manipulation or influencing of news content. 
 
Fourie (2005: 180) points out that in view of the present economic demands, a 
newspaper’s editor will think twice before publishing a story that will annoy its largest 
advertiser.  Fourie argues that the advertiser’s power of regulation depends on the degree 
to which the medium is dependent on income from advertisement. 
Investigative stories are more likely to provoke advertisers, compared to those 
from conventional reporting.  Since newspapers are dependent on advertising for 
survival, most media organizations might prefer to ignore investigative reporting in order 
to attract more income from advertisers.  
 
Culture 
 
De Burg (2000: 304) posits that culture, meaning ‘the social practices and 
believes of a given group of people who share them’ are fundamental, in shaping news.  
He observes that a central message of cultural scholarship over the past decades has been 
that what observers see depends upon both what they look at and what their previous 
experience has taught them to see.  The author posits that most scholars have shown how 
our culture affects the ways in which we represent others according to where we 
ourselves are situated.  
 Reporters thus carry their own beliefs and mores to the newsroom, which are 
likely to constrain investigative reporting to a certain degree. This raises questions of 
authenticity: does a foreign story realistically reflect a society upon which it reports, and 
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how much is it a reflection of the audience’s own culture?  A factual report may appear to 
outsider readers not as truth but as the reality of the foreign society, or even represent 
ethical imperialism in reporting according to the expectations of the audience, rather than 
those of the subjects. An example of a situation where culture might restrict investigative 
journalism is the case of Botswana, a society which tends to be reserved.  This situation 
might affect open free communication within the society and ultimately hamper the free 
flow of information. 
Therefore the press does not operate in a vacuum.  Bennett (1982: 299-300) views 
the media as having consequences for, and in turn, being influenced by other social 
agencies and institutions that exist in a society.  Men and women who work in the press 
are not independent of influence from outside the newsroom.  Muddock and Golding 
(2005; 73) posit that the media industry is made up of men and women working within a 
range of codes and professional ideologies and an array of aspirations, both personal and 
social. 
 
Legal restrictions, and Politics 
 
Legal restrictions and politics interrelate in terms of their effect on the operation 
of the media. 
In democratic countries the constitution gives the media the right to communicate 
freely, based on the right to freedom of speech and information enshrined in their 
constitution.  Journalists however, including those engaged in investigation, are duty-
bound to balance this right with other constitutional rights like privacy. De Burg 
(2000:127-128) contends that although it is generally acknowledged that freedom of 
expression is a core right, it will inevitably conflict at times with other competing 
interests. De Burg (2000:156) warns that invasion of privacy is an area where one needs 
to think very carefully about when, where and under what conditions an investigative 
journalist may be justified to carry out his duties. Other stipulations that may conflict 
with freedom of expression include those on contempt of court and the confidentiality of 
sources.   
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Over and above the legal restrictions, journalists have an obligation with reference 
to codes of conduct which demand that they regulate themselves to enhance objectivity in 
their work.  Some critics claim that self-regulation might be negative in the sense that 
media institutions might deprive citizens important information where journalists are in 
fear of being accused. 
According to De Burg (2000:156), journalists are entrusted with scrutinizing  
those in political power on behalf of the citizens to ensure just and fair government, due 
process in law, its application and enforcement, revealing corrupt and scandalous 
practices and informing us about events that affect social fabric of our society.  Implicit 
in these actions of the journalist is that they sometimes conflict with those in power and 
in that process, the media might be seen to be restricted by the political atmosphere that 
prevails in a society.  Those in political power also have the right to pass laws which 
unfortunately could muzzle the media to their own advantage; in that sense the legal 
restrictions overlap with political constraints. 
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Chaprter II 
 
BOTSWANA’S MEDIA LANDSCAPE 
 
A Brief History of Journalism in Botswana 
 
Historians who contributed significantly to the history of Botswana concede that 
though mass media education did not arrive in the country until the 1970s, there is no 
question of the masses having been totally illiterate in print and visual media.  
Parsons (1999:1) recalls that the first newspaper in the national language of 
Botswana came appeared as early as 1857.  Other newspapers followed but with a 
notable gap in Botswana‘s period of the greatest poverty, between 1910 and 1940s, 
according to Parsons (1999:1). Historians such as Parsons (1999: 2) pay tribute to one of 
the early media practitioners in the country, Sol Plaatje.  He says the writer brought in a 
different form of media between 1920s and 1930s in the form of “bioscope” (cinema) and 
used it in villages. 
Government’s national Radio Botswana started together with the Daily News (free 
of charge) immediately after independence in 1966.  The state-owned Daily News is the 
oldest publication in circulation in the country, founded in 1965 by the British 
Protectorate administration as the Bechuanaland Daily News (Balule 2003: 48).  It 
changed its name to Daily News at independence in 1966. 
According to Parsons (1999: 2) and Balule (2003: 48), private media started in the 
early 1980’s, notably weekly newspapers and local branches of multinational publishers 
as well as low-powered television transmissions in select urban areas. 
Sechele (2006: 27), in the African Media Development Initiative report for 
Botswana, states that for almost 15 years after independence in 1966, the state-owned 
print media in Botswana operated virtually without challenge or competition. 
“The only brief competition was posed by local newspapers: Linchwe (based in 
Mochudi village), Mmegi Wa Dikgang (based in Serowe) and Puisano, all of which had 
folded by 1973” (Sechele 2006: 27). 
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Sechele (2006: 27) observed that even these three newspapers exhibited loyalty 
and sympathy towards the government of the day. 
However in the 1980’s and 1990’s, five weeklies- Mmegi, The Botswana 
Guardian, The Botswana Gazette, Midweek Sun and The Voice appeared to compete with 
the state-owned Daily News, which the government prints and distributes free of charge 
to the nation.  By the beginning of 2003, they were some nine newspaper titles in 
circulation (Balule 2003: 48), which translates to the fact that the country’s press has only 
a brief history according to this author. “The main reason for the small scale of the press 
in the country is demographic” (Balule 2003: 47). According to the National 
development plan (1997/98-2002/2003:10-11) Botswana has a population of 
approximately 1.6 million and one of the lowest population densities in the world, 
ranging between 1.6 and 3.1 persons /km2.  The easy access to both print and broadcast 
media from neighbouring South Africa and Zimbabwe has also acted as an impediment to 
the development of Botswana media (Balule 2003: 47).  Balule (2003: 49) argues that 
media audiences in Botswana seem to prefer these foreign media to local products since 
they consider them to be more sophisticated in content and presentation than the local 
media.  It is estimated that local press circulation in the country amounted to 830 copies 
around 1992, which translates to a readership of about 10% of the total population.  The 
size of Botswana and its small and sparsely- distributed population render the distribution 
of newspapers throughout the country uneconomic.  More than 60% of the population 
lives in urban or semi-urban areas and large villages.  Most newspapers therefore target 
these places, which are mainly located in the eastern part of the country. 
 
In the past five years there has been a proliferation of new newspapers.  To date, there are 
“up to 12 newspapers” (MISA 2006: 22-23). 
 
Media Self-regulatory Bodies 
 
Just like many other media existing in a democratic environment, the local media 
have set up a self-regulatory body to regulate the affairs of the media practitioners.   The 
press council of Botswana (self-regulatory body) was established in 2003, with rights and 
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responsibilities to enter legal relations (Maripe 2003: 23).   According to Maripe (2003: 
23), “[t]his includes disciplinary powers over offenders of a code of ethics developed by 
the media profession and enforced by the press council as well as powers to adjudicate 
over complaints brought by members of the public against members of the fraternity who 
subscribe to the code”.    
Raditladi (2002: 43) emphasizes that the press council of Botswana operates 
through an independent complaints committee that receives petitions from the public 
about performance of members of the press and to “adjucate on such matters and apply 
appropriate remedies, including sanctions, where necessary, in order to promote an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and respect between the press and the public”, (ibid.). This 
should reduce the number of media-related court cases and reduce costs incurred by the 
media institutions through legal suits by the public. 
 
A History of Investigative Journalism in Botswana 
 
Because of the “less sophisticated” and small size of the press in the country, 
there is little documented about the history of investigative journalism in Botswana. 
However, there are traces of investigative journalism activities since the inception 
of the press in Botswana.  The friction between the media and the government of the 
daymarks some highlights of investigative journalism in the country.  The events are 
dominated by harassment of journalists through individuals in government using the laws 
that impinge on media freedom, such as contempt of court, the national security act and 
legal suits, mostly for defamation claims by the elites.  This is normally an attempt by 
government to intimidate journalists from executing their work, to its own advantage. 
An example of harassment of a journalist based on a supposed threat to national 
security occurred  in 1995, when the then president of Botswana, Sir Ketumile Masire 
blamed the assistant editor of a weekly newspaper, the The Botswana Gazette, Outsa 
Mokone for reporting on a mutilation incident that happened in Mochudi village, 40 km 
north of Gaborone, for sparking riots during which police shot at and beat protestors and 
bystanders, killing one person and paralyzing another (MISA 1995: 10).  The unrest 
prompted the closure of the University of Botswana, while the protest spread to schools. 
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Another typical example of a setback suffered by the local media was when the 
government deprived the Botswana Guardian and Sun weekly newspapers of advertising 
in retaliation for investigative and “fearless” reporting.  In 2001, the office of the 
President instructed all government ministries, departments, parastatals and private 
companies in which the government is a stakeholder to cease all advertising in Botswana 
Guardian and Midweek Sun.  This placed the Botswana Guardian and the Midweek Sun 
in a financial bind because the government is the biggest source of advertising revenue in 
the country (MISA-2004: 17).  The withdrawal of advertising happened after the two 
newspapers ran an article accusing the then vice president, Ian Khama Seretse Khama of 
abusing his powers.  However, the two papers instituted a legal protest and eventually the 
ban was lifted.  
In the recent years, the government of Botswana proposed a media practitioner 
bill published in the Government Gazette on the 21st October, 2008 an act to establish 
council for the purpose of preserving the maintenance of high professional standards 
within the media (Government Gazette 2008: 269). 
 The objects of the bill are to establish a press council which will monitor the 
activities of the media and ensure the maintenance of high professional standards, and 
provides for the registration and accreditation of resident media practitioners 
(Government Gazette 2008: 269).  Members of the media industry saw the bill as a tool 
to muzzle the press and undermine the principles of democracy.   The bill undermines 
democratic principles and violates the spirit of “Vision 2016” and was obviously drafted 
out of expediency rather than in the public interest (The Botswana Gazette 2008-05-
11/11: 5).   The bill received a lot of criticism but the new government proceeded to 
gazette the media bill secretly in December 11, 2008, (Mmegi 2008 15/01/: 8).  MISA has 
noticed that the government secretly gazetted the Media Practitioners Act during the 
month of December, following its rushed enactment at parliament earlier in the month 
(Mmegi 2008-15/01:08).  According to Mmegi reports, MISA does not recognize the 
Media Practitioner Act.  The scenario shows how the government in power can use laws 
that could impede the activities of the press, which includes investigative journalism, in 
democracy.  Although freedom of the press in Botswana is enshrined n the constitution, 
the ruling government still uses laws to monitor the press. 
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The Research Problem and Its Context 
 
Problem statement 
 
 
The research study proposes to investigate the importance of investigative 
journalism in a democracy and obstacles faced by investigative news journalists within 
the Botswana context. 
 
 
Sub-problems 
 
 
1. The first sub-problem is to assess the attitude of news reporters towards the 
roles and responsibility of the investigative journalists within the Botswana context. 
 
 
2. The second sub-problem is to interrogate the current practice of investigative 
journalism within these news rooms.  
 
 
3. The third sub-problem is to investigate which obstacles news-reporters rate as 
having the greatest impact on their investigative efforts. 
 
 
Hypothesis 
 
 Investigative journalism is not practiced as extensively in Botswana as in other 
countries, such as South Africa. 
 
 
The need for the Study 
Botswana is among the countries that are praised for democracy and freedom of 
expression. Investigative journalism is important in establishing and furthering 
democracy.  It is therefore necessary for the study to interrogate the current practices of 
investigative journalism within the newsrooms and find out whether the local media 
practise their watchdog role over the government on behalf of the citizens.  It is believed 
that if the media plays its fourth estate role by exposing corruption it is able perform the 
necessary checks and balances in a democracy. The main objective of the study is to 
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investigate the current practices of investigative journalism and obstacles faced by 
journalists in investigative Journalism in Botswana.  
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Chapter III 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
The literature review will cover the following areas: Theoretical basis for 
investigative journalism, the history of investigative journalism and empirical studies 
relating to obstacles in investigative journalism. 
 
 
Theoretical Basis for Investigative Journalism 
 
The literature review shows that the foundation for investigative journalism is the 
notion of the fourth estate as s foundation for objectivity.  Investigative journalism is also 
premised on theories of the public sphere, social responsibility and Libertarian theories. 
 
The fourth estate 
 
In a democracy, a government is elected into office at  regular intervals to provide 
leadership to the people.  The individuals in authority make decisions on behalf of the 
citizens to enhance stability in the society.  Sometimes those in authority are tempted to 
deviate and abuse this power, to the disadvantage of the majority.  In such a scenario, the 
mass media are positioned to play the watchdog role on behalf of the masses in order to 
maintain the checks and balances in a representative democracy.   They expose abuse of 
power by those in authority, and in that manner, the press plays a central role in the 
management and maintenance of a representative democracy (Schultz, 1998: 15).  The 
media achieve this by informing the citizens about events that significantly affect their 
lives.  In that respect, the press is considered to constitute the fourth estate of a society’s 
governance, that according to Kieran (1999: 25) provides the necessary checks and 
balances to prevent the domination of one sphere of government on another.  The three 
other estates are the legislature, executive and the judiciary. 
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The ideal function of the fourth estate,  represented by the news media, is to act as 
a conduit for information, ideas and opinions to assist in the good governance of society; 
and act as a check on the powerful, by reporting, analyzing and criticizing their actions 
on behalf of the public, which lacks direct access to information or power (Schultz 1998: 
51-52).  This study therefore presupposes the fourth estate as the legitimate interrogator 
of democracy through disclosure and scrutiny. 
On the other hand, Faure (2005: 155) attests that investigative journalism and 
democracy have a symbiotic relationship.  This relationship serves to make the public 
sensitive about and aware of injustices and undemocratic practices and could, ultimately, 
contribute significantly to the process of democratization.  
Therefore, the fourth estate relates to investigative journalism in the sense that 
they both perform the same function in democracy through their focus on disclosure and 
scrutiny. 
The fourth estate ideal suggests that the media should establish themselves as an 
institution interacting with other institutions of power like parliament, the executive and 
the judiciary, particularly by assuming its political role in the public interest.  
Investigations, in the form of uprooting corruption or exposure of wrongful doing and 
challenging the status quo of those in power, are essential functions of the media 
institution that bring about a healthy democratic system.  
 
The public sphere 
 
The public sphere promotes “publicness”, the act of making something public, 
according to Fourie, (2004: 217), which is the primary task of the media.   The public 
sphere is a space, area or terrain in which, by whom and through whose information 
public opinion is formed. 
Fourie (2004: 217) argues that the requirements for a public sphere include open 
access, voluntary participation, participation outside institutional roles, the generation of 
opinion through assemblies of citizens who engage in rational argument, the freedom to 
express opinion, freedom to discuss matters of the state and the freedom to criticize the 
way state power is organized.  These requirements can be achieved in a society that 
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embraces investigative journalism that lives by exposure and scrutiny of wrongful doing, 
especially of individuals in institutions of power.  
This may take the form of disclosure, exposure, of information someone wants 
suppressed (Spark 2003: 6).  De Burgh (2001: 109) posits that during the rise of the 
bourgeois “public sphere”, in pursuit of truth and reason, the notion of public sphere and 
public good came to ensure the exposure of corruption and domination.  
 Therefore, this principle of publicity coincides with principles of investigative 
journalism.  De Burgh (2001: 108) posits that, because investigative journalism upholds 
people’s right to know about controversial issues and events through media exposure, it is 
central to debates about the public sphere.  He adds that the public sphere is a stage, now 
international in its reach, on which profound economic and ideological struggles are 
played out about who controls and decides to expose information, which information 
speaks on behalf of, and whose voices are excluded and silenced in the process.  In 
support of investigative journalism as an essential element in a democratic system, De 
Burgh (2001: 108) states that the ideal of democratic communication, expressed in the 
term ‘public sphere’, foregrounds the central debates surrounding the nature of balanced 
public communication among equal citizens. 
However, Habermas, who explored the concept of the public sphere since the 
early 20th century, is concerned that it is being eroded by industrialization and the 
commercialization of public space which treats society as consumers rather than citizens 
in a democratic system.  Fourie (2004: 219) concurs with  De Burgh (2001: 109-110) that 
the birth of advertising, a tool that supports commercialization and commodification of 
the public discourse, began to undermine the public sphere by inventing a kind of 
“buyable and phoney discourse” that displaced the genuine kind of public sphere. 
In his acknowledgement of the decline in investigative journalism and the public 
sphere, De Burgh (2001: 110) says: 
 
The colonization of the press by commercial interests is said to have led to 
trivialization of its content and exclusion of the masses from crucial debating 
arenas of our culture.  This disenfranchisement of the masses from the centres 
of political debate means that modern culture now lacks critical forms of 
dialogue.  Along with the erosion of the public sphere, the autonomy of 
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professional communicators such as investigative journalists is also eroded by 
commercial interests. 
 
 
Hence the concept of the public sphere forms an important basis on which 
investigative journalism could be discussed.  The concerns of Habermas about the decline 
of the public sphere reflect similar concerns of the researcher about obstacles to 
investigative journalism as experienced by practitioners in Botswana. 
Habermas appears to romanticize the late feudal Europe where members of the 
aristocracy, intellectuals and bourgeoisie met in zones independent of state and 
commercial control, such as coffee houses and salons, to engage in open discussions 
about arts and politics.  Stevenson (quoted in De Burg 2000: 110) posits that, although 
taking part in debates in this public sphere was exclusive to men of property and high 
class, Habermas believed that it contained a strong critical potential because this was the 
first time that quality of argument was regarded as more important than the status of the 
person delivering it.  
 
Agenda setting 
 
Agenda setting is the ability of the press to guide the masses on issues that affect 
their lives significantly and provide an indication of what audiences should worry about.   
It seems to imply that the mass media has power to decide or create reality.  It reflects 
how the media exercise emphasis, selection and gate-keeping on certain issues and not 
others.  The theory suggests that the kind of issues people discuss, think and worry about, 
are powerfully shaped and directed by what the media choose to publicise (Larson, 
1992:337; Mc Quail, 2005: 514 & Fourie 2004: 304). 
Lang Lang (quoted in Mc Combis & Shaw, 1995: 154) says: 
 
“The mass media force attention to certain issues, and they build up images 
of political figures.  They are constantly presenting objects suggesting what 
individuals in the mass media should think about, know about and have 
feeling about.”   
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Agenda setting theory is an important tool in an analysis of investigative 
journalism reports (Faure 2005: 159).  Faure argues that investigative journalism does not 
originate and develop in a vacuum, stating that gate keepers, external regulators and other 
factors influence the agenda building process. 
The theory is particularly important since investigative journalism can contribute 
to public agenda; for instance, investigations place new issues on the public agenda or 
when there is enough continuity to retain attention, journalists write follow-ups to prior 
stories, thus emphasizing a particular topic and possibly a given interpretation of events. 
When relating news agenda to investigative journalism, De Burg (2000: 12) 
compares conventional news journalism with investigative journalism.  He says that the 
news journalist makes his or her selection from a range of sources which are in effect the 
providers of news agenda, based on the notion of news-worthiness.  Investigative stories, 
on the other hand, are different in that they may not be part of the same agenda, but 
according to De Burg (2000:13), they involve a subject that a journalist has to emphasise, 
in effect, by saying, “look at this, isn’t it shocking!” De Burg (2000:13). “The basis of the 
insistence is a moral one” De Burg (2000:13) 
 
Social Responsibility & Libertarian theory 
 
For a better understanding of the theory, it is useful to compare the social 
responsibility and libertarian theories since they have similar basic principles.  
Historically, social responsibility theory was a response to libertarian theory which 
advocated a free expression of ideas without however being sensitive to moral values of a 
concerned society. 
According to Peterson (1956: 73), social responsibility theory is a modification of 
the libertarian theory which never established the public’s right to information and 
required the publishers to assume moral responsibility.  In other words, according to the 
libertarian theory, people are rational beings capable of distinguishing between truth and 
evil, and between good and evil (Fourie 2004: 271).  The search for truth is regarded as 
an inalienable or natural right (Fourie 2004: 271; Serbert 1956: 44).  In addition, Fourie 
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(2004: 271) contends that according to libertarian theory, the press should be free from 
government control and there must be free market ideas and information.  
On the other hand, “social responsibility carries the idea that the press which 
enjoys a privileged position under our government is obliged to be responsible to the 
society for carrying out certain essential functions of mass communications in 
contemporary society, to the extent that the press recognises its responsibility and makes 
them the basis of its operational policies” (Peterson 1956: 74).  Peterson also observes 
that the libertarian system will satisfy the needs of the society to the extent that the press 
does not assume its responsibilities; some other agencies must see the essential functions 
of mass communications are carried out. 
According to Peterson (1956: 75), social responsibility theory is the product of the 
commission on freedom of the press in conjunction with National Union of Journalists of 
the press after the World War II.  This was a response to widespread criticism of the 
Anglo-American press because of sensationalism, commercialisation, political imbalance 
and monopolistic  tendencies (Mc Quail 2005: 170). 
In Britain, the General Press Council was formed to encourage a sense of public 
responsibility and public service in the press.  Its function was to condemn and publicise 
dubious practices on the part of the press, investigate complaints, seek redress if the 
complains are justified and reply to them if they are not (Peterson 1956: 75).  
In America, the public started to demand high standards of performance from the 
press. They threatened to enact legislation if the press did not meet required standards, 
then on their own volition publishers began to link responsibility with freedom.  They 
formulated codes of ethical behaviour and they operated their media with some concern 
for the public good (Peterson 1956: 77). Thus, social responsibility evolved further within 
the realm of the media.   
At the end  of the twentieth century, according (Peterson 1956: 78) there was 
growing criticism of the press that gave the evolution of social responsibility an impetus.  
There was a general feeling that the press had become a mammoth, a pervasive 
implement of the mass communication.  Peterson (1956: 78) contends that the press had 
wielded its enormous power for its own ends; the owners had propagated their own 
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opinions, especially in matters of politics and economics at the expense of opposing 
views. 
 
“The press is controlled by one socio-economic class (business) and access to 
the industry is difficult for new comers and therefore free and open market of 
ideas is endangered. The press has been subservient to big business and at 
times has let advertisers control editorial policies and editorial content”. 
(Peterson 1956: 78) 
  
Social responsibility theory and libertarian theory reflect differing views in view 
of government media intervention in a free democracy.  In libertarian theory, the 
government is “regarded as the chief foe of liberty” (Peterson1956: 95).  From the 
libertarian perspective, if government interferes with media it could infringe upon an 
individual’s freedom.   The theory advocates  less government intervention and suggests 
that government can only secure and maintain security by preserving civil order or 
warding off aggressors.  Compared to social responsibility theory, libertarian theory 
states that freedom is a natural right with no duty attached to it and there should be 
absolute right to freedom of expression.  
Conversely, social responsibility theory suggests that government must allow and 
promote freedom of expression and protect freedom of its citizens.  “The government 
should help society obtain the services it requires from the mass media if a self-regulated 
press and the self-writing features of community life are insufficient to provide them” 
(Peterson 1956: 95).  According to Peterson (1956: 95), government may assist by 
enacting legislation to forbid flagrant abuses of the press which poisons the wells of 
public opinion, including entering the field of communication to supplement the media.   
Within social responsibility theory, freedom of expression is not absolute; it is a 
moral right with an aspect of duty.  Freedom of expression is grounded on the duty of the 
individual to his thought (Peterson 1956: 96).  The media are expected to hold 
responsibility of the messages they transmit.  Peterson (1956: 97) further contends that 
ones right to free expression must be balanced against the private rights of others and 
against vital social interests. 
Social responsibility theory is important to investigative journalists in liberal 
societies, particularly concerning their rights and limits when conducting investigations. 
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According to De Burgh  (2000: 65-66), the basis for the belief that journalists 
have a social responsibility role, lies in a number of ideas, sometimes contradictory.  He 
observes 
 
“[…] that the media are the means by which public opinion is formed and 
influences public policy, that authority requires scrutiny for its own health 
and for that of the rest of the citizenry, authority meaning not simply 
government but all those with power and wealth; that the public has the right 
to a responsive media, and the public requirements are made manifest by the 
market; that the media have a higher responsibility in that they condition that 
very public, or market to which they are responsive ” 
 
De Burgh (2000: 65-66) posits that informing the electorate, expressing public 
opinion, providing for competing views, acting as channels of information between 
citizens and those in authority and analyzing public policy are widely-agreed tasks in 
journalism.  However, he argues that the most essential responsibility which journalists 
have arrogated to themselves is that of checking on authority, by investigation and 
challenging it. 
“Others have the missionary urge to search out the weaknesses in the highest level 
of government to expose and destroy the guilt” (De Burgh 2000: 66). 
Unfortunately, in their endeavor to meet these obligations, investigative 
journalists may meet obstacles sometimes in the form of legal problems such as libel 
from institutions of power.  To avoid such problems journalists have to understand the 
social responsibility of the media to the society.  
 
Objectivity 
 
In the process of executing their duties the media run the risk of inciting or being 
criticized by the very communities they are supposed to serve.   
Members of a society are social beings and normally live according to particular 
norms, mores and values that keep its fabrics intact.  By abiding to such traditional 
believes the societies are able to exist in stable conditions, for as long as it is possible.    
30 
 
If the media conveys messages that tend to challenge the established order or the 
status quo, they will be criticized and expected to account for doing so.  Tuchman (1978: 
182) shares the same sentiment that “society helps to shape consciousness”.  The media is 
more or less expected to amplify and reinforce the prevailing culture or tradition in the 
society, otherwise journalists will be accused of being sensational, biased, partial, 
immoral, unfair and unbalanced and unprofessional. 
In order to convince the society that they are professional in their actions, the 
media defend themselves by arguing that they are objective in their work.  However, 
most critics say the claim by journalists that they are objective is unfounded, because 
objectivity is elusive. Tuchman (1972: 661) views objectivity as a strategic ritual that 
may be used by other professionals to defend themselves from critical onslaught.  
Kruger (2004: 77) also tends to play down objectivity by saying, “[t]he notion of 
objectivity has fallen from favor”.  He is uncomfortable with the idea of objectivity and 
assumes that only reporting that is fair, accurate and balanced is true to the ideals of 
journalism. 
“Such reporting filters out bias in the traditional spirit of objectivity, while 
allowing reporters to apply their personal insights and engagement with the issues they 
cover” (Kruger 2004: 77).  Kruger (2004: 77) prefers to deal with fairness because it 
seems easier to work with than objectivity: “[i]t is less of an impossible dream”. 
On the other hand, some commentators who advocate for objectivity believe it is a 
necessary ideal to strive for.  It keeps the journalists in check in their day-to-day 
operations so that they don’t end up “insulting themselves”.  Journalistic texts  must be 
accepted as at least an approximation of truth, and close enough to the truth to be worthy 
of our trust in their authors’ integrity.  Objectivity is a term used by journalists to express 
their commitment not only to impartiality but also to reflecting the world as it is, without 
bias or distortion of any sort.  
To show commitment to objectivity and other ideals like accuracy and fairness, 
media workers formulated codes of conduct that guide them to operate professionally.   
Kruger (2004: 3) upholds codes of ethics and states that such codes serve society’s need 
for stability "[b]y giving us a framework, which allows us to develop trust in each other; 
they help solve conflicts and help clarify values".  He says that codes of ethics are a good 
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place to find elegant expressions of the view that journalism is essentially a form of 
public service.  Therefore worldwide media organizations have adopted codes of ethics in 
the name of objectivity as a strategic ritual that helps in attaining professionalism. 
Taflinger  (1996: 1) defines objective as ‘being without prejudice or bias, the 
presence of full understanding, honest, just, free from improper influence’.  A subjective 
opinion, on the other hand, would be an opinion peculiar to a particular individual as 
modified by individual bias and limitation. 
With the above basic definitions of concepts around objectivity, objectivity 
becomes somewhat clear as a concept, although it  is understood as ambiguous and 
controversial.  Lucas (2008:10) defines objectivity as the ability to maintain, and the 
practice of maintaining that possibilities are valid answers to life’s questions great and 
small. Mass media communications are responsible for transmitting messages to societies 
within which they operate.  In news reporting, according to Schudson (2001:165), the 
objectivity norm directs journalists to separate facts from values and to report only the 
facts. 
However, while journalists and others who assert the importance of 
objectivity uphold it, critics, on the other hand, argue that objectivity or truth 
is elusive (Glasser 1992: 158 and Ward 1992: 3). 
Objectivity seems to negate investigative journalism or the watchdog role of the 
media.  In the support of this, Glasser (1992: 158) and Ward (1992: 3) state that 
objectivity is biased against the watchdog role of the press in favor of the status quo. 
"In its effort to remain value neutral, it embraces the news convention of quoting 
news sources with impeccable credentials”, Glasser (1992: 158).  Glasser argues that 
objectivity is biased against independent thinking.    
In addition, because of their backgrounds it is difficult for journalists to detach 
their views from their reports.   Tuchman (1978: 183) says, “Socialized to those societal 
attitudes and to professional norms news workers cover select and disseminate stories 
about items identified as interesting or important”.   
Though some skeptics dismiss objectivity as undesirable, 
unachievable or “an impossible dream”, there are those who view it as a 
desirable ideal. 
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For instance, Lichtenberg (1996: 225) has faith in objectivity, 
asserting that intertwined with the most fundamental journalistic values - 
truth, fairness, neutrality, and the absence of value judgment objectivity –  is 
a cornerstone of the professional ideology of journalists in liberal 
democracies. 
She observes that  those who sometimes complain that news coverage 
is unfair and unbiased or sensational, suggest that objectivity is possible.  
“How can one complain of bias after all, unless un-bias can be imagined” 
(Lichtenberg 1996: 225). 
Kruger (2004: 78), who prefers fairness and balance as an easier 
notion to practice, concedes that fairness demands real efforts be made to get 
the other side's comment and the more serious the claims are, the more 
trouble must be taken, to verify facts. 
Objectivity therefore coincides with investigative journalism in the 
sense that it demands that though the reporter has the authority to publicise 
whatever information, he/she has to balance rights such as freedom of the 
press and privacy.  The news organization has an obligation to avoid possible 
lawsuits for defamation and libel which normally put them in financial 
problems or result in loss of trust by public.  De Burgh (2000: 77) contends 
that investigative journalists should operate within a framework of moral 
assumptions just like anyone else. 
 
Historical Overview of Investigative Journalism 
 
Throughout its history, investigative journalism has been filled with controversy 
because of its characteristic nature of disclosure and exposure of information someone 
wants suppressed.  It is marked by toppling of governments or authorities, resignation 
and killing of concern reporters and influence and changes in policy.   In most cases, it 
became controversial because it affected those in authority either by exposing their 
wrongdoing or writing about those matters that affected the ordinary people.  In this 
section, the author will attempt to discuss the origin of investigative journalism in the 
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western world and in America, its effect on policy, and the  effects of significant world 
events on investigative journalism. 
According to Feldstein (2006: 3); Greenwald and Bent (2001: 36) the earliest 
known muckraking on America soil can be traced back to the first colonial newspaper 
published in 1690.  
In the 1700s, James Franklin, published an attacking article against Puritan church 
authorities for beginning a small pox inoculation program he opposed Greenwald and 
Bent (2001: 36).   British authorities jailed him for the story that was believed to plant the 
seed of extra-legal investigations of wrongdoing by the press.  
Greenwald and Bent (2001: 36), who believe that “Journalism will never die”, say 
that Benjamin Harris started investigative journalism in 1690 through his first news 
publication, Public Occurrences, around an exposé that focused on French soldiers 
tortured by the Indian allies of British Army, who then were fighting the French and 
Indian war. Feldstein (2006: 3) concurs with the two authors that printer Benjamin 
Harris’ public occurrences were a forerunner of both the noble and lowbrow traditions 
that would come to characterize investigative reporting in America.  According to 
Feldstein (2006: 3), over and above exposing barbarous human rights abuses of French 
prisoners of war, the newspaper exposed a supposed scandal which reported that the king 
of France used to lie with his son’s wife.   Four days later, British authorities shut down 
the newspaper. 
Two generations later in 1735, John Peter Zenger accused New York’s colonial 
governor of corruption and was charged with seditious libel (Greenwald and Bent 2000: 
36; Feldstein 2006: 3).   Thereafter the history of American investigative journalism 
shows that during the years leading to the American Revolution, newspapers implicated 
several of the British colonial leaders by exposing their misdeeds with harsh words.  In 
that manner, Feldstein (2006: 3) concedes that after the revolution muckraking became a 
partisan weapon during bitter disputes between the nation’s new rival political factions 
which funded newspapers as party organs.  The author gave examples of the National 
Gazette, the paper of Thomas Jefferson’s Republican Party, which exposed corruption in 
the office of revival federalist leader Alexander Hamilton; as a result, several Hamilton 
aides in the treasury department were convicted for insider trading of government bonds.  
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In the 1830’s and 1840’s, muckrakers working for the democratic newspapers uncovered 
payoffs involving the national bank, which was supported by the rival Whig party 
(Feldstein 2006: 4). 
In the early nineteenth century, (Feldstein 2006: 4) muckraking was infrequent 
and had little impact because the partisan nature of newspapers limited such reporting to 
the opposition party, leaving public institutions such as the churches unexamined.  
Another impediment was that investigative journalism was limited by newspaper 
dependence on government contracts.  This shows how funding can act as an obstacle to 
investigative journalism. 
After the civil war, American history shows that muckraking increased, although 
not significantly, with some signs of partisan journalism.  The New York Times 
uncovered a graft by Boss Tweed in New York City’s Tammany Hall and the New York 
Sun exposed the Credit Mobilier scandal of the Grant administration, Feldstein (2006: 4)  
According to the author, the Times served a Republican party targeting a democratic 
machine while the sun was a democratic paper targeting Republicans. 
Feldstein (2006: 4) posits that by the latter part of the nineteenth century, most 
newspapers had evolved from partisan to commercial entities.  This was aided by 
urbanization with concentration of populations in places where large circulations could 
be established. 
By the beginning of the twentieth century, muckraking became national in scope 
(Feldstein 2006: 5) as beneficiaries of technology and industrialization that favoured 
capitalism were exposed by reporters during that era.  These events are developments 
towards the corporate media of the present, where advertising controls the media. The 
decade of 1902 to 1912 is generally regarded as the heyday of  muckraking, the golden 
age of investigative journalism, according to Feldstein (2006: 5; also Greenwald and Bent 
2001: 39).  These muckrakers became soon became famous: Lincoln Steffens, exposing 
municipal corruption in the Shame of the Cities; Ida Tarbell, documenting the crimes of 
John d. Rockefellers’s Standard Oil in the Mcclure magazine; and Upton Sinclair, 
working undercover in Chicago meat-packing plants to write his epic work, The Jungle 
(Feldstein 2006: 5).  Feldstein sums it as the era of exposure of corporate wrong-doing. 
According to Greenwald and Bent (2001: 37-38), during that decade Ida Tarbell 
35 
 
published the history of the Standard Oil on McClure, campaigning against the 
monopolistic tendencies of the oil company. 
 Feldstein (2006: 6); Greenwald and Bent (2001: 39) posit that the golden age of 
investigative journalism lost its intensity because of the beginning of World War I. .  
During that time the media were used to generate feelings of patriotism and increased 
support for government by the public (Greenwald and Bent 2001: 39).  Feldstein (2006: 
6) posits that by the time the American nation entered World War I, the golden age of 
muckraking had come to an end.  He adds that the half-century after the muckrakers - 
from World War I to the Vietnam war - was  somewhat of  a “dark age” for investigative 
reporting.  This resulted in only few journalists practicing investigative journalism, 
particularly about political corruption and scandals, for instance I.F Stone and Jack 
Anderson who challenged cold war politics. 
According to Greenwald and Bent (2000: 39) investigative journalism remained 
relatively dormant during the middle of the 20th century and it did not flourish until the 
late 1960s.  
By the 1960s(Feldstein 2006: 7), a new muckraking age had emerged with a 
younger generation of crusading journalists challenging segregation, the Vietnam war, 
political corruption and corporate malfeasance.   The legal climate for aggressive 
journalism improved with the enactment of the Freedom of Information Act and pro-
media rulings by the supreme court in the New York Times v. Sullivan and other cases 
(Feldstein 2006: 7) 
If one of the features of investigative journalism is the uncovering of facts 
unpalatable to the powerful, then a man by the name of Cobbet is a distinguished 
precursor. From 1810 to 1812, he spent 2 years in jail because he had denounced the 
flogging of militiamen who had complained against unjustified deductions from their pay 
(De Burg 2000: 30).  In a subsequent incident, in 1831 Cobbet was prosecuted for 
defending striking farm labourers and at the time of his death, he  was being accused of 
encouraging rioting and rebellion by his championship or rural workers (De Burgh 2000: 
31). 
In 1851, the Times attacked the French Minister, Prince Louis Napoleon. Angrily, 
he demanded that his ambassador to London either put pressure on the British 
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Government to punish the Times or buy a better press through bribery. But the 
ambassador knew that as early as in 1851, the Times was not amenable to the kind of 
influence proposed by his Prince (De Burg 2000:33). 
In 1853, the Crimean war started and William Howard Russel was appointed  as 
the Times correspondent, De Burg (2000: 34).  He reported on the inadequate 
preparations, insufficient food and lack of shelter for the troops and revealed that the 
British army was less efficient that the French (De Burg 2000: 34). 
The government fell, due to the reports, a new part that the Secretary of state for 
the war was created (De Burg 2000: 34). Conditions for troops were improved. The  
Crimean war showed that the journalistic profession was earning respect and the 
occupation of reporter as someone who goes out and find out what is happening, was 
established (De Burg 2000: 34).  History shows that in the later half of the 19th century, 
many writers were both novelists and journalists, but around 1880, there began a gradual 
bifurcation into distinct professions. 
Between the early years of the century, in 1853 the Times developed such 
independence of political influence that it could claim to be reporting objectively and 
without reference to the interests of the powerful. Objectively developed in response to 
commercial initiatives like the need to sell to as many people as possible, therefore 
offend as few as possible (De Burg 2000: 36-37). According to the historian, objectivity 
was also associated with the developments such as the telegraph during the American 
civil war in 1862-5 that attracted many journalists. 
According to De Burg (2000: 48), in the 1960’s British newspapers feared 
competition from television and simultaneously, because of the consumer boom, found 
that advertisers demanded more media space. At the same time, there was a climate 
conducive to skepticism and arrogance that made investigative journalism attractive. 
“These factors may account for its eruption” (De Burg 2000: 48) 
De Burg (2000: 48) says that in1963, two major investigations centred around the 
triangular relationship between a government minister, a profound Russian secret agent 
and a call girl, exposed world journalist Peter Earle. The second case was in the  Sunday 
Times Insight whose reporter from Hall detailed the methods used by a criminal landlord 
to terrorize the Times. By 1969 the Times was using bugging devices to gather evidence 
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of metropolitan police corruption. This set a trend and by the late 1960’s, there were 
many news vehicles for investigative Reporting in the national media De Burg (2000: 48) 
In 1967, David Plowright set up the investigation bureau and set out specifically 
to make investigative programmes. This carried further to Poulson’s local government 
corruption scandal of the 1970’s, revealing the murders of  President Idi Amin of 
Uganda; the illness  of the UK asbestos industry workers in the Falkland Islands, and 
corruption in the Irish beef processing industry (De Burg  2000: 49-50) 
In 1970, a young British reporter, Ray Fitzwalter wrote an article in his local 
paper the Bradford  Argus, on the  bankruptcy of architect and public works contractor 
Poulson (De Burg 2000:50) 
In 1972, Sunday Times started a long campaign to get official admission and 
proper compensation for thalidomide victims,  a medication sold to safeguard women 
against nausea during pregnancy; after 451 babies were born deformed (De Burg  
2000:50) 
However, in the late 1970’s the UK went through an economic slump with the 
print media facing considerable financial problems thus staffing and newspapr 
investigations appeared to have declined in number (De Burg  2000: 51).  According to 
De Burg (2000: 55) in the 1990’s, there was resurgence of investigative journalism but 
mostly on TV, with the dominance of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
 
Investigative journalism in Africa 
 
It appears that investigative journalism has not yet flourished in Africa because of 
repressive governments.  For instance, in former Congo, journalistic abuses are covered 
in the 1996 press la, the Congolese journalists’ code of ethics (Article 5) and the criminal 
code (Africa Media Initiative Report 2006:3).  According to the report, defamation is 
criminalised as a result of being included as an offense in the criminal code.  In Siera 
Leone, repressive laws are still on the statute books and are frequently used to intimidate, 
harass and imprison journalists (Africa Media Initiative Report 2006:6). 
According to Africa Media Initiative (2006:45), in Uganda, investigative 
reporting has improved since 2008 after foreign non-governmental organisations 
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organized awards for investigative journalism on an annual basis.  “This gives Journalists 
courage and recognition for their efforts in exposing social ills, fighting corruption and 
promoting good governance” (Africa Media Initiative 2006:45). 
The media initiative report shows that, in Tanzania, Thisday, launched in 2006 
and Citizen 2004 are newly available in the market.  It is reported that Thisday has 
pursued an investigative journalism angle that is new to Tanzania’s press scene, leading 
to other newspapers also adopting a more investigative role Africa Media Initiative, 
(2006: 22). 
However in some countries that gained independence since the 1960’s, the media 
experience a relative freedom of access to information and expression.  Post- apartheid 
South Africa enjoys freedom of the press as enshrined in the 1996 constitution.  Despite 
the provison of access to information in democratic countries like Botswana, the 
government in power still finds ways to control and monitor the media by enacting 
repressive laws such as those of terrorism.  In Botswana, a Mass Media Bill that aims to 
establish a press council appointed by a cabinet minister has been debated  in 2008 and 
passed the same year in December 11th   The media fraternity saw the bill as government 
efforts to muzzle the press. 
 
The Impact of Investigative Journalism 
 
By disclosing wrongdoing of those in authority, investigative journalism has the power to 
affect public policy.  In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, the disclosure of Vietnam war 
improprieties has turned public opinion against the war which, led to some changes in 
American policy (Feldstein 2006: 7).   
Investigative journalism has toppled a number of governments.  The publication 
of a news story about White House officials’ Watergate crimes caused loss of confidence 
in the Nixon’s administration, which led to Nixon’s resignation (Greenwald and Bent 
2000: 40).  However, even though some investigative story reporting can impact on 
policy, most might elicit few or no changes at all.  Muckrakers can sometimes function as 
activists which could result in some reforms. 
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The above historical outline of investigative journalism shows that there will 
always be a “healthy” contestation between the media and the governments in a 
democracy.    Those in power frequently impose obstacles and formulate threats against 
those practising investigative journalism; consequently investigative journalists need 
courage to continue their practice in the face of adversity.  It is evident that investigative 
reporting is important in establishing and furthering democracy, because it provides the 
necessary mechanism of checks and balances in a democratic society. 
 
Research on Investigative Journalism 
 
Researchers seem to agree that most likely obstacles to be encountered by 
reporters include legal restrictions, state secrecy, economic constraints, pressure from 
owners, political considerations, danger to staff and national interests (Schultz 1998: 53; 
Marrion 1995: 5; Baker 1995: 1-2). 
After a survey of journalists on media and democracy, particularly on their views 
of investigative journalism and obstacles that prevent investigation, Mc Quail (1976, 
cited from Schultz 1998: 53) in his article The idealized watchdog estate reflects the most 
constraining obstacles. His survey shows that legal restrictions are the most significant 
obstacle, followed by state secrecy, journalistic constraints, economic constraints and 
pressure from owners. 
“The most important subjective obstacle was commercial considerations followed 
by perceptions of owners’ views, political considerations, personal privacy danger to staff 
and finally national interests” (Schultz 1998: 553). 
However obstacles faced by reporters seem to vary somewhat  in different 
countries, depending on the prevailing legal, political and socio-economic environment.  
Marrion (1995: 1) cites a consensus about the obstacles to investigative journalism in 
Ireland: Irish culture, the culture of Irish journalism, a lack of resources, libel law and 
contempt of court. 
 According to Faure (2005: 160-164), there are seven elements of disclosure that 
are identified in qualitative content analysis of investigative journalism.  These include: 
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Theme, public interest, questioning the status, quo, accuracy, follow –up reports and 
consequence.  Disclosure is regarded as the crucial component of the profession.   
In his research paper, ‘Investigative journalism as a democratic practice’, 
Faure(2005: 170) operationally explains the seven elements of qualitative content 
analysis of investigative journalism as follows: 
Disclosure: This refers to the publication of new information that was 
consciously kept secret and that impact on human rights, damages interests and is aimed 
at changing what was disclosed. 
Theme: This refers to the “global topic a news item is about”. Either a single 
“global” theme or various themes can be identified in a report. 
Public interest: This refers, with certain qualifications, to the public right to 
know in a democratic society. The three aspects in terms of public interest in a 
democratic society include the media’s right and duty to expose wrongful actions, the 
media must take their own ethical codes into consideration and finally the media should 
maintain a balance between an individual’s privacy and the public’s right to know. 
Questioning the status quo: This refers to challenging the right of existence of a 
specific status quo (for instance, the apartheid state) or aspects of the status quo (for 
example, wrongful actions by people in position of power); these actions are in conflict 
with the democratic values that are generally supported or should be supported in a  given 
order. 
Accuracy: This refers to the unique process of gathering information relevant to 
investigative journalism.  Journalists must make doubly sure of the facts and the various 
sides of a matter to avoid possible libel cases and the loss of credibility. 
Follow-up reports: This refers to the need to have follow-up reports in one’s 
own paper and in other newspapers to procure both official reaction and readers’ 
reactions. 
Consequences: This refers to the ultimate goal of investigative journalism that is 
to make readers and particularly policy makers aware of society’s problems and 
deficiencies through agenda setting to enable participatory democracy.  
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Media Legislation in Botswana 
 
I) Constitution of Botswana and the Protection of Fundamental Rights. 
 
Protection of freedom of expression, section 12 (1) 
  
 Except with his own consent, no Person shall be hindered in the enjoyment of his 
freedom of expression, that is to say, freedom to hold opinions without interference, 
freedom to receive ideas and information without interference, freedom to communicate 
ideas and information without interference (whether the communication be to the public 
generally or to any person or class of persons) and freedom of interference with his 
correspondence. 
 
The section gives freedom of the press to the media, embedded in the right to 
freedom of expression, but the right to freedom of expression should be balanced with 
other rights, as indicated in section 3 of the constitution of Botswana.  It states that rights 
and freedoms of individuals are subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others.  
For instance, it should be balanced with protection for privacy of one’s home.  The 
journalist therefore faces a task of balancing the freedom of the press with laws that 
protect individual rights, such as the law of defamation.  In some cases information flow 
might be hindered by a journalist or publisher as he/she tries to balance these freedoms.  
 
II) Media Legislation 
 
Prior Restraint Legislation 
 
Balule (200: 8) concedes that the laws of Botswana that regulate the media fall 
into two categories:  Statutory laws are enacted by parliament and rules of the common 
law. Control under legislation is divided into prior restraint and subsequent punishment.  
Prior restraint is an act by the state or its agency to prevent information ever being 
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published. ‘The state determines what the media can publish through either censorship or 
banning of publications” (Balule 2000:8). 
On the other hand, Balule (2000:8) posits that subsequent punishment is a strategy 
where the law allows media to publish material but after publication, the latter will face 
consequences.  Balule (2000:8) adds that control is mainly through criminal law, for 
instance, the penal code and the National Security Act. The rule of the common law also 
plays an important role in the control of the media.  Such rules include civil law of 
defamation and legislation about contempt of court, which will be discussed below. 
 
Printed Publications Act [CAP 20:01] Section 5 (1) 
 
No newspaper shall be printed or published in Botswana unless - 
A) in the case of a newspaper which has been printed or published prior to the 
commencement of this act, the proprietor, within one month of such 
commencement lodges with the Registrar a return containing the particulars 
referred to in section (2); or 
B) in the case of the newspaper which has been printed and published prior to the 
commencement of this act, prior to its publication the proprietor has lodged with 
the Registrar a return containing the particulars set out in section (2). 
 
Balule (2000:10), an academic author and lecturer in legal studies, sees the law as a 
tool to monitor who gets license to operate in the media industry. He writes: 
 
The main objective of this act is to make provision for registration of 
newspapers printed or published in Botswana.  No newspaper shall be 
printed or published in the country until a return containing certain 
information has been lodged and registered with the registrar of 
Newspapers.  This gives room for those in power to either bar entry of a 
new title or ban an existing one as they deem to. (Balule 2000: 10) 
 
“This is a prior restraint for the citizen, he/she is not at liberty to print or publish a 
newspaper before lodging and presumably, approval by the Registrar of Newspapers”, he 
emphasises.  
 
Public Service Act [Cap. 26:01] Section 34 
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1) Any member or other person who without the written permission of the Minister, 
knowingly publishes or discloses to any other persons otherwise than in the exercise of 
his official functions the contents of any document, communication or information 
whatsoever which has come to his notice in the course of his duties in relation to the 
commission shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding P500 or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to both. 
 
2) Any person who knows of any information which to his knowledge has been disclosed 
in contravention of subsection (1) and who publishes or communicates it to any other 
person otherwise than for the purposes shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine 
not exceeding P500 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both. 
 
The act restricts government employees to divulge information.  The act indirectly 
impairs the flow of information particularly when the officer wants to provide journalists 
information on corruption going on in a government institution.  This means all the 
information disseminated from public institutions has to be cleared and edited by top 
management.  This process will eventually conceal wrongdoing by public officers.  
 
General Orders 
 
207. Disclosure of information 
 
1. Except in the proper discharge of his duties, no officer will reveal, directly or 
indirectly, or use for his private purpose, any information or knowledge that has 
acquired or the contents of any document to which has had access in the course of his 
official duties. 
 
2. Permanent Secretaries will nominate an officer or officers authorized generally or 
specifically, to make communications to the press. 
 
3. Unless they have been authorized under the provisions of paragraph 2 of this general 
order, officers are forbidden to make communications to the press on questions of the 
government Policy or business, whether they are on duty or on leave.” Communications 
to the press” will in this context refer not only to formal written communication or formal 
interviews, but will include casual conversation with members of the press.  
 
The act reinforces the public service act because it monitors the flow of information from 
all government institutions.  The act will hamper access to important information by 
journalists serving the public interest. 
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National Security Act 
 
1. An officer on first appointment will be required to sign a declaration, or form DPSM.3 
as an acknowledgement of his obligations under the National Security Act, 1984.  
However, an officer is bound by the National Security Act whether or not he has signed 
the declaration. 
 
2. The Permanent Secretary must ensure that this declaration is as required. One copy of 
the declaration will be forwarded to the Director. 
 
3. Officers will continue to be subject to the National Security act after they have left the 
service.   They will not publish anything, make a broadcast, or give a wireless talk on any 
matter which has a bearing on their public service or any matter which they obtained 
because of their official position, without obtaining the prior approval of the Permanent 
Secretary to the president.      
 
 
The above provisions make public servants subject to the National security act and 
impose legal obligation of confidentiality.  A combination of these provisions furthers the 
culture of secrecy in government.  Media practitioners have found it difficult to obtain 
information from public servants as a result of these provisions.  Public servants are 
however the people best acquainted with governmental corruption, law breaking or mal-
administration and are therefore best placed to draw attention to such wrong- doing.  
However, the above provisions do not allow public servants to act as whistleblowers.  It 
is in the public interest for the public servants to expose any corrupt practices in the 
government, but with the above provisions, it is impossible for the public servants to 
reveal anything about the government. (Balule 2000:25) 
 
 
As emphasized by Balule, government employees are the custodians of 
government information and are well-positioned to reveal wrong-doing for public 
interest.  But in fear of being charged for whistle blowing to journalists, they censor 
themselves to please those in authority.  They try by all means to avoid breaching the 
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rules and regulations of the employer.   The fact that employees are monitored, as far as 
divulging information is concerned, free flow of information is impaired. 
 
 
Prisons Act [cap. 21:03] Section 127 (1) 
 
Any person, who without authority from the Commissioner- 
 
a) takes a photograph or makes a sketch of any prisoner, or 
b) takes a photograph or makes a sketch, plan or other representation of a prison or any 
part of a prison or any object within the precincts of prison, shall be guilty of an offence 
and liable to the penalties prescribed by section 145 (a) 
 
Prisons Regulations-Regulation 38 (1) 
 
Communications, other than communications with legal advisers, between prisoners and 
other persons shall be allowed only in accordance with this regulations and the officer in 
charge may restricting such communications still further if he thinks it is necessary for 
maintenance of discipline and order in the prison and the prevention of crime, and shall 
restrict such communication still further if the minister so directs 
 
These two sections of the act restrict the media’s access to prisons, prisoners and 
prisons information.  This may hinder justice, as it may in public interest for instance to 
know the living conditions of the prisoners. 
According to Balule (2000: 27), for media practitioners to have access to prisons 
and prisoners, they must first seek the consent of the Commissioner.  The Commissioner, 
in exercising his discretion on whether to allow or refuse access to prisons and prisoners, 
take into account security considerations and whether such will be in the best interests of 
the prisoners, Balule adds.  He argues that, although there may be some justification for 
regulating access to prisons and prisoners, what is objectionable is that the Commissioner 
is given very wide discretionary powers, which are often exercised to the detriment of 
media practitioners.  
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Subsequent Legislation 
 
1.Penal Code [Cap 08:01] 
 
The Penal Code is the basic criminal code of the country of Botswana. It identifies a 
variety of offences in a wide range of contexts and subjects. However, many other pieces 
of legislation outline offences relating to the specific subject matter of the particular 
enactments. The focus here is on those created under the Penal Code. 
 
 
A. Insults relating to Botswana- Section 91 
 
Any person who does any act or utters any words or publishes any writing with intent 
or to bring into contempt or ridicule – 
b) the Arms or Ensigns Armorial of Botswana; 
c) the National Flag of Botswana; 
d) the Standard of the President of Botswana; 
e) the National Anthem of Botswana, 
is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding P500. 
 
Section 91 shows that powers to determine whether an insult has been committed 
lie with the judge presiding over the said case (Balule and Kandjii 2004: 25).  It also 
gives room for the discretion of the presiding officer, thus he might act in a biased 
manner towards the media, which might hamper the activities of the investigative 
journalist. Balule (2000: 30) shares the same sentiment: 
 
The gist of the offence, in relation to the media, lies in publishing anything 
in writing with intent to insult or to bring into contempt or ridicule, the 
matters listed there under. The threat lies in that the determination of the 
existence of intention to insult or whether the publication is contemptuous 
or brings any of the listed matters into ridicule lies, at least at the pre-
prosecution stage, with the prosecuting authorities. There are no 
guidelines as to what is the standard measure for the establishment of an 
intention to insult etc. This presents an area of uncertainty of the media. 
  
The act might raise fear in journalists of writing on issues that impinge on the 
president in fear that it could be interpreted as an insult, because of the uncertainty 
presented by the act.  However, by virtue of being the president the individual 
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becomes a public figure and it is of public interest to know about issues that affect 
their leaders. 
 
B         Treason – Section 37(c) 
 
Any person who forms an intention to effect any of the following purposes, that is to 
say – threatens the security of Botswana; and manifests such intention by an over act, 
or by publishing any printing or writing, is guilty of an offence and is liable to 
imprisonment for not less than 15 years nor more than 25 years. 
 
A person commits the offence of treason if he/she forms intention to threaten the 
security of Botswana and manifests such intention by publication. 
 
According to Balule (2000: 29), a person commits the offence of treason if he 
forms an intention to threaten the security of Botswana, and manifests such intention 
by publishing any printing or writing. He posits that the question arises as to how the 
security of the country may be threatened by the publication. “In the majority of 
cases, this determination is subjective, giving the prosecuting authorities, the leeway 
and carte blanche to press charges”, he emphasizes (2000: 29).  This might cause 
apprehension of fear in the media to publish issues that affect the country, since 
journalists may not be certain which statements amount to treason. 
 
 
C     Prohibited Publications – Section 47 
 
If the President is of the opinion that there is in any publication or series of 
publications published within or without Botswana by any person or association of 
persons on a matter which is contrary to the public interest, he may, in his absolute 
discretion, by order published in the Gazette and in such local newspapers as he may 
consider necessary, declare that that particular publication or series of publications, 
or all publications of any class of publication specified in the order published by that 
person or association of persons, shall be a prohibited publication or prohibited 
publication, as the case may be. 
 
Section 48 
 
Any person who, otherwise than in his capacity and in the course of his duties as a 
public officer, prints, makes, imports, publishes, sells, supplies, offers for sale or 
supply, distributes, reproduce or has in his possession or under his control any 
prohibited publication is guilty of an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding three years. 
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Because the two sections give the president as the leader absolute discretion 
government of the day might exercise some dictatorial tendencies towards the media 
to influence editorial content to its advantage. 
In his analysis, Balule (2000: 31) sees the law as draconian as it gives the 
president powers to even stop production of newspaper. 
 
This empowers the President, in his absolute discretion, by 
order published in the Gazette, to declare a particular 
publication to be a prohibited publication. In terms of 
Section 48, to print, sell, publish, supply, make, offer for 
sale, distribute, reproduce etc, a prohibited publication is an 
offence. The gripe with Section 47 is in the absolute 
discretion given to the President. If s/he doesn’t like a 
newspaper, s/he can effectively terminate its production. 
(Balule 2000: 31) 
 
D     Sedition – Section 50 
 
A sedition intention is an intention –  
 
A) to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection against the person of the 
President or the Government of Botswana as established by law; 
 
B) to excite the inhabitants of Botswana to attempt to procure the alteration, 
otherwise than by lawful means or any other matter in Botswana as established by 
law; 
 
C) to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection against the 
administration of justice in Botswana; 
 
D) to raise discontent or disaffection amongst the inhabitants of Botswana; or 
 
E) to promote feelings of ill will and hostility between different classes of the 
population of Botswana. 
 
Section 51 
 
Any person who – 
a) does or attempts to do, or makes any preparation to do, or conspires with any 
person to do, any act with a seditious intention; 
b) utters any words with a  seditious intention; 
c) prints, publishes, sells, offers for sale, distributes or reproduces any seditious 
publication; 
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d) imports any seditious publication, unless he has no reason to believe that it is 
seditious, is guilty of an offence and is liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three years; and any seditious publication shall be forfeited to the 
State. 
 
 
Seditious intent, the subject of this section of the law, is yet another aspect that can 
create a dilemma for newspapers.  It may be difficult for journalists to predict whether 
information might incite those in authority. 
According to Balule (2000: 33), a seditious intention is an intention to, inter alia, 
bring into hatred or contempt or to excite disaffection against the person of the President 
or Government of Botswana. 
 
A seditious intent might give rise to a worst-case scenario,  as stated by Balule 
(2000: 33): 
 
The offence of sedition is committed among other things when a person 
prints, publishes, sells, offers for sale, distributes or reproduces any 
seditious publication.  Any printing machine, which is suspected of being 
used for or in connection with the printing or reproduction of a seditious 
publication, may be seized by a police officer pending trial. A court is 
authorized to order confiscation or forfeiture of the machine to the state 
whether or not there is a conviction. The powers are extremely wide, to 
affect cases where no offence is committed. 
 
The act works against freedom of the press by limiting the amount of publications 
that could take place in the country.  The act makes it difficult for the existing press to 
operate freely, and for new entrants to establish new newspaper titles.  
 
E.             Alarming Publications – Section 59 
 
Any person who publishes any false statement, rumor or report which is likely to cause 
fear and alarm to the public or to disturb the public peace is guilty of an offence.  It shall 
be a defense to a charge under section (1) if the accused proves that, prior to 
publication; he took such measures to verify the accuracy of such statement, rumor or 
report as to lead him reasonably to believe that it was true. 
 
The section challenges the journalist ability to apply codes of ethics to decide 
whether to publicise information, including the decision whether it will be in the public 
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interest.  Also it will be hard for the journalist to predetermine whether the information 
will trigger public alarm. 
In terms of this section, a statement, rumor or report which is false must have 
been published (Balule 2000: 34).  There must be an intention to publish; knowing or 
having reasonable cause to believe that what has been published is likely to cause fear 
and alarm to the public or to disturb the public peace Balule (2000: 34) concedes. 
 Again in this case, the researcher of this study feels the sections do not give 
proper guidelines: 
 
The danger with the provision is that the statement, rumor or report does 
not actually have to cause fear and alarm to the public or in any way have 
disturbed the public peace.  It is sufficient if it was only likely to do so.  
Even where the above elements are not in place a journalist may be 
dragged to court to face charges, as the court is the place to determine if 
offence was committed.  Besides the likely hood that fear and alarm will 
be caused to the public it is primarily a subjective determination to be 
exercised according to the whims and idiosyncrasies of a particular 
authority.  It is not easy to know about the frailties of a particular authority 
at any one point in time in order to enable the media to make measures 
geared at escaping prosecution. (Balule 2000: 34) 
 
The section is also a threat to press freedom because it depends on the ability of 
the concerned journalist to make good judgment on issues that could incite the members 
of society.  Similar to the case of treason, it depends on the prosecutor to determine the 
level of alarm the publication raises.  
 
Criminal Defamation-Section 197 
 
Any person who, by print, writing, effigy or by any means otherwise than solely by 
gestures, spoken words, or other sounds, unlawfully publishes any defamatory matter 
concerning another person, with intent to defame other person, is guilty of the offence 
termed criminal defamation. 
 
Section 198 
 
Defamatory matter is likely to injure the reputation of any person by exposing him to 
hatred, contempt or ridicule, or likely to damage any person in his profession or trade by 
any injury to his reputation. 
 
Section 194 
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1) A person publishes defamatory matter if he causes the printing, writing, painting, 
effigy or other means by which the defamatory matter is conveyed to be so dealt 
with, either by exhibition, reading, recitation, description, delivery or otherwise, 
that the defamatory meaning thereof becomes known or is likely to become known 
to either the person defamed or any other person. 
2) It is not necessary for criminal defamation that a defamatory meaning should be 
directly or completely expressed; and it suffices if such meaning and its 
application to the person alleged to be defamed can be collected either from the 
alleged defamation itself or from any extrinsic circumstances, or partly by the one 
and partly by the other means. 
 
 
Defamation is essentially a dialectical wrong, which is ordinarily taken care of in civil 
proceedings (Balule 2000: 43). “Since it involves recovery of damages for injuries to 
reputation, the subjective perception of a person’s reputation (the one claiming to have 
been defamed) is a factor to take into account” Balule says. 
He argues that there is therefore no reason for the State to feel the injury caused to a 
person claiming to have been defamed. In any event, the criminalization of conduct 
falling into the realm of civil law amounts to double jeopardy since the provisions of the 
penal code do not outlaw a civil suit that is otherwise available to the person claiming to 
be defamed (Balule 2000: 43). 
 
 
H.     Defamation of Foreign Princes – Section 60 
 
Any person who, without such justification or excuse as would be sufficient in the case of 
the defamation of a private person, publishes anything intended to be read, or any sign or 
visible representation, tending to degrade, revile or expose to hatred or contempt any 
foreign prince, potentate, ambassador or other foreign dignitary with intent to disturb the 
peace and friendship between Botswana and the country to which such prince, potentate, 
ambassador or dignitary belongs, is guilty of an offence. 
 
The views expressed in 197 above apply here, as long as the Government 
distances itself from the allegedly defamatory matter, it should be open for the 
ambassador or foreign prince to explore other remedies open to them rather than bring 
into application the criminal law (Balule 2000: 44). 
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2. National Assembly (powers and Powers) Act, [Cap 02:03] 
 
Any person who- Utters or publishes any false or scandalous slander or libel on the 
assembly or upon any Member in his capacity as such shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable to a fine not exceeding P400, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two 
years. 
 
The section provides an extension of the powers of those in the ruling government 
to muzzle the media. 
“The provision does not provide for a defense of publication of false but honest 
matter.  It seems it is sufficient for purposes of the provision that publication is 
false.  Besides it does not take away the right of the member to sue for defamation 
at common law.  The publisher is exposed to double jeopardy.  It is sufficient to 
leave such matters to the civil law, where the member could maintain an action at 
common law”. (Balule 2000: 45) 
 
 
National Security Act [Cap 23:01] 
 
This act was passed in response to the incidence of terrorist activities in Botswana 
which were perpetrated from abroad.  It was passed to prevent acts likely to be prejudicial 
to the safety and interests of Botswana. 
 
Section 5(1) 
 
1) Any person who communicates any classified matter to any person other than a 
person to whom he is authorized to communicate it or to whom it is in the 
interests of Botswana his duty to communicate it shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 25 years 
2) In a prosecution for a contravention of subsection (1) it shall be no defense for 
the accused person to prove that when he communicated the matter he did not and 
could not reasonably have known that it was a classified matter. 
 
The section has a loophole because it does not have guidelines as to what is defined 
as classified information.  It leaves it to the discretion of the authorizing officer.  
Furthermore the accused is not given a chance to defend his actions by stating that he did 
not know it is classified information. 
According to Balule (2000: 46), classified matters under the act are any information 
or thing declared to be confidential or secret by an Authorised Officer.    “Information 
becomes classified because a Government Official has decided that it should be” (Balule 
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2000: 46).  This determination solely rests on the discretion of the authorized officer.  
This act does not appear to recognize the constitutional requirements that state that every 
citizen has a right to freedom of expression and information.  
 
Corruption and Economic Act, 1994 - Section 44: 
 
Any person who without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, discloses to any person 
who is the subject of an investigation in respect of an offence alleged or suspected to 
have been committed by him under this Act.  The fact that he is subject to such an 
investigation or any details of such investigation or publishes or discloses to any other 
person either the identity of any person who is the subject of such an investigation or any 
details of such an investigation, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable, on 
conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or to fine nor exceeding 
P2000 or to both. 
 
This section makes it difficult for journalists to initiate an investigation, in fear of 
being charged under the section.  The journalist is now forced to wait for information 
from government officials.  This precludes the core function of investigative journalism 
which suggests that a reporter should dig up secret information on his own.  Again, those 
in authority will take advantage of the act to hide information to their own advantage. 
The section makes an offence for anyone to disclose information relating to an ongoing 
investigation or identity of a person subject to such investigation (Balule 2000: 47).  This 
section may violate the citizen’s right to freedom expression, and further, the right of the 
public to receive information.  
 
Criminal Procedure act and Evidence Act-section 70 and 179 (1) 
 
70 (5) If a preparatory examination is held on a charge that the accused committed or 
attempted to commit any incident act towards another person or committed or attempted 
to commit any act for the purpose of procuring and furthering the commission of any 
indirect act towards or in connection of any other person, or the accused committed or 
attempted to commit exhortation or statutory offence of demanding from any person some 
advantage which was not due and, by inspiring fear in such person’s mind, compelling 
him to render such advantage, no person shall at any time publish by radio or in any 
document produced by printing or any other method of multiplication any information 
relating to the said preparatory examination or any information disclosed thereat, unless 
the magistrate holding the preparatory examination has, after having consulted the 
person against or in connection with whom the offence charged is alleged to have been 
committed (or if he is minor, his guardian, consented in writing to such publication. 
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179. (1) If an accused is tried upon a charge referred to in section 70(5) no person shall 
at any time(subject to the provisions of subsection (30)publish by radio or any document 
produced by printing or any other method of multiplication and information relating to 
the said trial or any information disclosed thereat, unless the judge or presiding office at 
such trial has, after having consulted the person against or in with whom the offence 
charged is alleged to have to have been committed (or if he is a minor, his guardian), 
given his consent conveyed in a document signed by himself or by the Registrar or clerk 
of the court, to such. 
 
 The act forces the reporter to depend entirely on the courts for information.  This 
affects the exercise of “digging for” information negatively, although   it is integral to 
investigative journalism. 
 
These provisions have been in the statute books for some time now.  Until 
the late nineties these provisions were rarely invoked.  The Attorney 
General then determined that these provisions be implemented and issued 
a circular to that effect.  This gave rise to in-camera proceedings in rape 
cases.  Such proceedings cannot be published pursuant to those provisions.  
Contravention of the provisions is punishable by way of the fine, a prison 
term or both. (Balule 2000: 51-52)  
 
 
The section denies journalists first-hand information on issues of public interest 
like child abuse.  The journalist who can exercise advocacy on behalf of the citizens in 
such sensitive issues will now be using second-hand information, thus might draw wrong 
conclusions.  
 
Common Law 
 
1. Defamation  
 
Defamation is the wrongful, intentional publication of words or behaviour 
concerning another person, which has the effect of injuring his status, good name or 
reputation.  The elements of defamation are: 
 
a) The act (publication of words or behaviour) 
b) Injury to personality (defamatory words or behaviour) 
c) Wrongfulness (the infringement of the personality right to good name): and  
d) Intent (animus injuriandi) 
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According to Balule (2000: 57), defamation is a delict which can be defined as a civil 
wrong.  “Liability in delict is generally founded on the concept of fault, i.e. negligence or 
intention” (Balule 2000: 57).  Defamation affects free flow of information because most 
newspapers fear cost implications from legal suits associated with defamation. 
 
 
 
2. Contempt of court  
 
In general, contempt of court  assumes two forms, criminal and civil contempt of 
court.  Criminal contempt is constituted by conduct that is disrespectful to the court such 
as willful insult, interruption of court proceedings and conduct amounting to 
misbehavior.  It also covers conduct that is calculated to bring the administration of 
justice into contempt, and conduct interfering with the course of justice.  Civil contempt 
is the wilful refusal or failure to comply with an order of the court of undermining the 
court’s authority, for instance by suggesting that a judge is biased or incompetent. 
Just like in defamation law, Balule (2000: 59) concedes that the sections give 
courts some powers to stifle flow of information:   
 
The danger to the freedom of expression with the contempt of court 
proceedings is that public interest or innocent distribution defenses are not 
available to these cited by the court for contempt.  Like the law of 
defamation, discussed above, this also has a result of stifling free flow of 
information on courts and the administration of justice.  These rules may 
be abused by judges to interfere with the free flow of vital information, 
and fighting against this will be achieved after some time and at a cost 
(Balule 2000: 59).  
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Chapter IV 
 
METHODOLOGY 
 
Primary Data 
 
A self-administered questionnaire was used to obtain response on the attitudes of 
news reporters towards the roles and responsibilities of investigative journalists. It was 
mailed to potential respondents who are practicing journalists, had been identified by the 
researcher and were willing to participate in the study, It included statements that require 
respondents to indicate the extent to which they agree or disagree with statements . The 
Likert scale is used to measure the degree of agreement and disagreement with each 
statement (Du Plooy 2002: 128; Wimmer & Dominick 1987: 292). A convenience 
sample of reporters from four newspapers published in Gaborone was selected to 
participate in the study: Botswana Daily News, published in English and Setswana 
(circulation 25,000 to 50,000), Botswana Guardian (10,000 to 25,000), The Botswana 
Gazette (an English weekly) and Mmegi wa Digmang (‘The Reporter’, also a weekly, 
published in English and Setswana). The Daily News, Mmegi wa Digmang, and the 
Botswana Guardian are Botswana's largest and most influential newspapers. The Daily 
News is state owned.  (http://www.pressreference.com/Be-Co/Botswana.html) 
 
Newspaper content analysis 
 
A thematic analysis of the same four Botswana newspapers from June 2008 to 
October 2008 was conducted to assess the practice of investigative journalism at these 
newspapers. The content of the respective newspapers was assessed against the five 
elements of investigative reporting that include: theme, public interest, questioning the 
status quo, accuracy, follow-up reports and consequences (Faure 2005:160). 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter analyses attitudes of investigative journalists, obstacles faced by 
investigative journalists and the extent to which four local newspapers (Mmegi, The 
Botswana Gazette, Daily News and The Botswana Guardian) consider investigative 
stories for publication.  The analysis will be in two parts, a qualitative analysis of 
respondent answers and a content analysis of the Friday issues between June 2008-
October 2008, of the four newspapers.    
 
a) Quantitative Analysis 
 
The first sub-problem is to assess the attitudes of news journalists within the Botswana 
context. The results in Appendix I, Table 1 show that 80 percent of the respondents 
accept the challenge that investigative reporting is reporting of information that someone 
wants kept secret.  Only 5 percent disagreed and 15 percent were non-committal.  The 
respondents were asked whether investigative reporting is reporting of information that 
someone wants kept secret.  
 Another question was that is all reporting investigative? 28 percent agree 
that all reporting is investigative. 62 percent disagree with the statement, implying that 
the majority believes that not all reporting is investigative and that this type of journalism 
requires a special calling that demands more effort and enquiry than the every day 
reporting. 10 percent of the respondents are neutral to this statement.   
The third question was whether Investigative reporting is exposure of corruption 
and wrongful doing.  The results show that 62 percent of the respondents agree that 
investigative reporting entails exposure of corruption to fight social ills. 28 percent were 
non-committal, while 10 percent disagreed with the statement. 
A majority of 71 percent of the respondents agreed that investigative journalism 
also entails explanation of systems, while only 19 percent are neutral and only a few, 10 
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percent, disagreed with the statement.  The respondents were asked whether investigative 
journalism is explanation of systems 
 
Whether investigative reporting results from luck the results shows that only 34 percent 
agreed that investigative reporting comes from luck.  About 14 percent of the respondents 
were neutral, while 50 percent disagreed, implying that hard work is integral to 
investigative reporting. 
 In addition, the majority of 66 percent agrees that investigative stories come from 
hunting when asked whether investigative stories come from hunting, 24 percent were 
non-committal, while 10 percent disagreed that investigative reporting comes from the 
initiative of the reporter.  7. On the question of whether investigative stories come from 
tips Another majority of 76 percent believes that investigative stories come from tips, 
with 19 percent neutral and 5 percent do not trust tipsters. 
Asked whether Investigative stories come from special knowledge, Less than half 
(48%) of the respondents agree that investigative stories come from special knowledge, 
39 percent were non-committal, while 14 percent disagreed that special knowledge is a 
pre-requisite to investigative journalism.  Asked if Journalists should be watchdogs of 
government, a large number (80%) of the respondents support the notion that journalists 
should play a watchdog role. While 10% were neutral, an equal share of 10 percent 
disagreed with the statement.  On whether investigative journalism is important in 
establishing and furthering democracy, close to 95 percent support the popular notion that 
investigative journalism is important in establishing and furthering democracy.  About 5 
percent were non-committal, but none of them disagreed. 
In terms of opportunities for investigative journalism, 43 percent of the 
respondents say it is difficult to get space for investigative journalism, 14 percent were 
non–committal, while 43 percent said they are given opportunities to publish 
investigative stories.  Respondents were asked whether it is difficult to get space for 
investigative journalism.  On whether it is difficult to find time and resources for 
investigative reporting a majority of up to 62 percent said it is difficult to get time and 
resources for investigative journalism, 24 percent are neutral, while only 14 percent said 
resources are available.  This clearly constitutes a challenge to newspaper houses to 
review their policies in regard to resource allocation. 
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On the statement, I will rather go to jail than reveal my sources in order to protect 
them, that touched on the topic of a code of ethics, a majority of 95 percent supported the 
code that says the reporter should conceal a source, in order to keep it.  While 5 percent 
non-committal, none of them disagreed with this principle 
The respondents were asked whether use of false identification is helpful in 
obtaining information for investigative stories slightly over half (52%) of the respondents 
think that it is unethical to use false identification in obtaining information for 
investigative stories, 20 percent were non-committal, while 28 percent disagreed with the 
statement that it could be helpful to disguise facts in the quest for information. 
On whether reporters should refuse using documents known to be stolen for investigative 
stories. A few, 20 percent agreed that reporters should refuse using documents that are 
known to be stolen, for investigative stories.  A majority of 42 percent was non-
committal, while 33 percent think it is unethical.  Regarding the question on whether 
payments for stories should be allowed in investigative reporting a majority of 43 percent 
agreed that payments for stories should be allowed in investigative reporting, 24 percent 
were neutral, while 33 percent think it is not ethical. 
On the question of whether the small, intimate and conservative nature of 
Botswana society interferes with objectivity needed for investigative journalism a 
majority, 52 percent of the respondents, agrees that the small, intimate and conservative 
nature of Botswana society interferes with objectivity needed for investigative 
journalism.  About 28 percent were non-committal and another minority, 20 percent, 
disagrees. 
Asked whether the traditions of democracy in Botswana are such that there is not a 
commitment to open society, another majority, 43 percent, believes that the traditions of 
democracy in Botswana are such that there is not a commitment to open society.  About 
24 percent were neutral, while 33 percent disagree. 
 On whether the defamation law that includes insults is too restrictive and works 
against investigative journalism some respondents (38%) agreed that the defamation law 
that includes insults is too restrictive and works against investigative journalism.  An 
equal number, 38 percent, were non-committal, while 24 percent disagreed with the 
statement. 
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 Asked if the libel law is too restrictive such that it interferes with investigative 
Close to 38 percent agreed that the libel law is too restrictive, such that it interferes with 
investigative journalism.  A majority of 43% answered neutral while a minority, 19 
percent, disagreed. 
 A large number of respondents, 80 percent, agreed that the law that states that 
government determines which information is classified interferes with investigative 
journalism.  Only 10 percent were non-committal and a mere 10 percent disagreed.  The 
respondent’s were asked if the law states that government determines which information 
is classified interferes with investigative journalism. 
The third sub-problem is to investigate which obstacles news reporters rate as 
having the greatest impact on their investigation efforts.  Appendix VI, Table 2 shows 
that under objective obstacles, state secrecy is rated as most impending to journalists’ 
investigate efforts with a 118 total rank score, followed by legal restrictions and 
journalistic inadequacies that had a similar share of (82), political pressure (80), pressure 
from owners (71) and economic restraint which was rated the least impending with 66 
rank score. The highest rank score that could be obtained by an obstacle is 132. 
In regard to subjective obstacles, journalists rated commercial consideration as the 
strongly impacting on reporters investigative efforts with 70 points, followed by owners 
views (61), national interest 62, personal privacy (58), political considerations 58 and the 
least impending was danger to staff.  The highest achievable score is 126. 
As far as the state of the media in Botswana is concerned, 89 percent of the 
respondents admitted that their organizations fulfill the watchdog role.  94 percent said 
journalists are encouraged to practice investigative journalism. They said they are 
encouraged by provision of economic support and being freed from other duties, 
supportive and experienced editors. Only one disagreed with the statement and said there 
is no encouragement, citing political pressure, insufficient resources and inadequate skills 
as limiting factors. 
Only 17 percent of the respondents said they have been put under pressure to stop 
being investigative. One revealed that he or she ignored it; one fought it, while the other 
reduced the amount of investigative reporting. Pressure emanated from political, legal, 
budget and commercial factors. About 72 percent had not been put under any pressure to 
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stop practicing investigative journalism. 11 percent were not aware of any pressure put on 
them to stop investigative journalism. 
Out of the 18 respondents, 33 percent believed there is resistance among 
journalists to undertake major investigative projects. 38 percent did not believe there is 
resistance to journalists undertaking major investigative projects. 22 percent were unsure. 
Those who agreed with the statement associated the pressure with advertiser, politicians, 
shareholders and editorial staff. 
The majority of the respondents said journalistic skills and being critical are 
topmost factors that are necessary for a journalist to be active in investigative journalism, 
where journalistic skill and being critical recorded the highest percentage of 67 and 77, 
respectively.  The majority of journalists indicated that journalist education and 
knowledge of journalistic standards are pertinent to enabling media to better perform 
their job of investigation better. 
 
b) Content Analysis 
 
The second sub-problem is to interrogate the current practices of investigative journalism 
within these newsrooms.  This will be achieved by performing content analyses of four 
local newspapers, through quantitative analysis and thematic analysis. The content 
analyses of news stories excluded sports, profiles, obituaries, the business section, adverts 
and entertainment. Articles that used words such as corruption, mismanagement, mal-
administration, scandal, scam, favouritism, racism, stealing, fraud, misappropriation, 
forgery and money laundering were coded as investigative stories.  Again, characteristic 
elements of an investigative story, such as theme, public interest, questioning the status 
quo, accuracy, follow–up reports and consequence were used to judge whether a story is 
investigative.  Natural instincts of the researcher were also considered as playing a part in 
the identification of stories. 
 
(i) Quantitative analysis 
 
Proportion of Investigative Journalism stories over five month of study 
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Table 4  
Newspaper Total no. of news 
articles 
No. of investigative 
stories 
% no. of 
Investigative 
stories 
Mmegi 281 18 0.06 
Botswana Guardian 258 8 0.03 
Botswana Gazette 220 24 1.2 
Daily News 221 12 0.05 
Total 980 62 0.06 
 
Using proportions may not be an accurate way of measurement, but they can give an 
approximate measure of phenomenon.  Table 4 shows an approximate measure of how 
many investigative journalism stories appear in each newspaper over a period of time.  
The table therefore shows that Botswana Gazette, with a mere 1.2 % of its total number 
of articles had the highest percentage of investigative journalism stories during the period 
of study, that June 2008 to October 2008.  The Botswana Guardian recorded the lowest 
with 0.03 percent.  Mmegi and the Daily News published 0.06 percent and 0.05 percent 
investigative articles, respectively. On the whole, it is evident that there are few 
investigative stories, if categorized according to the definition in this study.   The above 
statistics indicate that all the newspapers recorded low percentages of investigative 
stories.  The statistics appear to support the hypothesis that investigative journalism is not 
practiced as extensively in Botswana as in other countries, such as South Africa. 
 
(ii) Thematic Analysis of four newspapers 
 
The author will use the definition of investigative journalism as stated by Fourie 
(2005: 170) to assess four Botswana newspapers (Mmegi, The Botswana Gazette, Daily 
News and The Botswana Guardian).  The elements of investigative journalism based on 
the definition of investigative journalism include: Public interest; questioning the status 
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quo; Consequences; Disclosure; Accuracy and Theme.  These elements were described in 
detail in the literature review.  
According to Faure (2005: 160-164), there are furthermore seven elements of 
disclosure that aid in a qualitative content analysis of investigative journalism.  These 
include: Theme, public interest, questioning the status, quo, accuracy, follow–up reports 
and consequence.  “Disclosure is the most important part of the model; the remaining 
elements are of equal importance” (Faure 2005: 160). 
 
Mmegi 
 
The author identified the story titled “17 million CMS case on today” under staff writers, 
(June 13 Mmegi 2008: 3) as investigative.  The issue in the scandal was that 10 people 
were accused of defrauding Central Medical Stores, a public institution, of goods worth 
millions of Pulas.    It was the public’s right to know, in a democratic society (Fourie 
2005:170), about the fraudulent activities in the institution,  although the accused could 
have wanted the scandal concealed.  The weakness of the story is that it lacks balance 
because it is based on one source, namely the court.  According to Fourie (2005: 170), 
accuracy is a unique process of gathering information relevant to investigative 
journalism.  Giving the story various angles to the matter lends it credibility.  Another 
downside of the story is that the journalist did not initiate the investigation , since it was 
sourced from court.   The definition of investigative journalism demands that the 
journalist should make his own initiative, for a story to qualify as investigative. 
The story, “Lefhoko probe racism” by Bame Piet, (June 20, Mmegi 2008:2) 
touches on the element of investigative journalism that relates with questioning the status 
quo.  Questioning the status quo refers to challenging right of existence of a specific 
status quo order (Fourie 2005: 170).  In story it is reported that the employees question 
racism and abuse that existed in Saber Energy Gas Exploration Company while the senior 
management supported the status quo.  The story was also of public interest there were 
demands that the Assistant Minister of trade and industry should probe racism 
allegations.  The story was not balanced because it cited only one source, the Assistant 
Minister of Trade and Industry. 
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Oliver Modise (June 20, Mmegi 2008: 3) writes a story, “I falsify docket on 
promise of a reward ex-warder”.  The story is not balanced because it is based on court 
information only.  The reported event was that a former prisons warder falsified a docket 
because a prominent lawyer promised him money.  The incident involved a public 
institution and a prominent lawyer, which rendered the report of public interest. 
The story, “trade secrets in Tibone/ Mogae case”, by Gideon Nkala (July 11, 
Mmegi 2008:2) involves the former President, Festus Mogae, which this renders it of 
public interest.  However the story lacks balance because the information is based on 
court reports only. 
Gideon Nkala, (July 11, Mmegi 2008:2), publishes the story “Chief justice 
prevents justice” which attracts public attention in the sense that chief justice is a public 
figure in a public institution that is expected to lead in matters of justice.  The story 
depicts that a Chief Justice ordered a magistrate to release and change the conviction of a 
relative.  The story is credible to some extent because it gave both sides of the story; 
those of the chief justice and the officer in charge of the prisons. 
The story “For Peter’s sake how did an ex-convict get a job”, Published by 
Oarabile Mosikare on (July 11, Mmegi 2008: 7) looks relatively balanced and accurate 
because information was obtained from several sources: villagers, head-man, private 
attorney, government spokesperson and the Public Service Act.  The fact that the 
Minister of local government employed an ex-convict because of falsified information, 
attracts public interest. 
Another story “DPP accused of contempt in CMS case” by Oliver Modise, (July 
25 Mmegi 2008: 2) is Mmegi’s follow up story which is necessary because follow-ups are 
integral in investigative journalism. Oliver Modise, (August 29 Mmegi 2008:2) writes yet 
another follow up story’ “ Court rejects CMS duos.  In the story 10 people are accused of 
defrauding CMS millions.  The weakness of the story lies in the fact that it was obtained 
from one source, the court, and it was not explored from the sole initiative of the reporter. 
The fraud story “Another counter appeal in the Daisyloo case” by Oliver Modise,  
(August 29, Mmegi 2008:3) attracts public attention because Gaborone city council, a 
public institution, fails to account for P27 million it gave to Daisyloo for bush clearing. 
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Tshireletso Motlogelwa (August 8, Mmegi 2008:2) writes a follow-up of the chief 
justice favouritism-story in the story “OP silent on Nganunu”.  This the story in which the 
office of the president is reported mum on the facts that Chief Justice Nganunu ordered a 
Magistrate to release and change conviction of a relative.  The story is weak in the sense 
that it comes from one source, a government spokesperson who is an official, thus it is 
not from the initiative of the reporter. 
On September 22,(Mmegi 2008:3), story by Gideon Nkala is a follow-up by 
Mmegi on a Board Chairman who participated in the proceedings of a deal involving his 
relative’s company.  It is the public’s right to be aware of how contracts are allocated in a 
corrupt manner by public officials.  The story is again sourced only from the court. 
The story, “Minister denies intimidating Police” by Bame Piet (September 5 
Mmegi 2008:2) attracts public interest in the sense that a person in an influential position 
forces public official forces (police officer) from forensic laboratory to withdraw 
litigation proceedings against government.  It was not written on the sole initiative of the 
reporter because it is obtained from officials, the attorney and the minister. 
Isaiah Morewgae, (September 5 Mmegi 2008: 3) published as a follow-up story, 
“Daisyloo case finally gets a Magistrate”.  It involves council employees accused of 
conspiring to defraud council millions. The story is a weak investigative piece because it 
gives information based on court reports only.  It is far from becoming the reporter’s own 
initiative and is unbalanced, with the court as the sole source. 
The same reporter published a story (September 19, Mmegi, 2008: 2), “Nchindo 
wins round one?” which the public has a right to know as it relates to corruption activities 
of the former Managing Director of Debswana Diamond Mining company, a public 
institution.  The court allows the managing director to use Collins and Newman legal 
firm in a corruption case in which the director is charged with defrauding the company to 
represent him, though the firm once acted as the company’s legal representaive. Once 
again, the report is only court-based. 
The story, “For security reasons BDF can’t account for over 30 Million over 
expenditure”, by Bame Piet (September 19, Mmegi 2008:12) is typical of a disclosure 
article because those involved do not want the information exposed.  The Botswana 
defense force could not disclose the information under the pretext of state security.  The 
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story lacks the reporter’s initiative because it is based on the official’s account, the public 
accounts committee and on one source.  
Another story by a Staff writer (October 31, Mmegi 2008: 2), “Is government 
treating Lionjanga with kid glove” attracts public interest since the public has the right to 
know how tenders are awarded in a corrupt manner.   This is the case where the chair of 
the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal sat in procurement proceedings involving a 
dealing with the company that belongs to the chairman’s relative.  In the follow-up, the 
chairperson received special treatment because he retained his full salary while he is 
under investigation for corruption.  The story lacks the reporter’s initiative because it is 
based on information from officials, but it is relatively balanced because it is obtained 
from more that one source. 
 
The Botswana Gazette 
 
From The Botswana Gazette stories that were identified as investigative, Aubrey 
Lute (September 18-24, Botswana Gazette 2008:2) published a piece, “Racism alleged at 
Gas Station”, The story challenges the status quo of racism, which the management of the 
petrol station is reported to tolerate.  Therefore the labour office is requested to inspect 
one of the Saber Gas Company’s work station camps for allegations of racism.  The story 
reflects the reporter’s initiative because he went to the company’s camp to interview 
employees.  The consequence of the story is that the labour office is influenced to inspect 
the camp.  The story is balanced because the reporter interviewed the Saber officials, 
geologists and employees.  
Khonani Ontebetse, (June 18-24,The Botswana Gazette 2008: 3), published a 
story, “ SA companies wanted to unfreeze CMS 17 Million” is of public interest.  This is 
a story in which it is reported that individuals involved in stealing millions would 
interfere with investigations if given bail.  However the story lacks accuracy because 
information is obtained from one source, the court. 
In the story “Botswana is vulnerable to proceeds of crime” by Aubrey Lute (June 
18-24 The Botswana Gazette 2008: 5), the public interest is evident because the public 
has as right to know how vulnerable it is to crimes of fraud.  The story describes 
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Botswana’s economy as vulnerable to money-laundering because they are no control 
mechanisms to combat or prevent this type of crime. 
The story, “Lawyer investigated for money laundering” published under the 
byline of Gazette Reporter (July 02-08 The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2), is of public 
interest because the prominent lawyer is a public official.  He is investigated for money 
laundering.  Lawyers are expected to live above reproach  since they work to implement 
the law .  The story seems to be balanced because it relied on the Government Security 
Officer and Public relations officer for Directorate of Corruption and Economic Crime. 
In another instance, Aubrey Lute  (July 9-15, The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2) 
publishes a story entitled “Local government Union alleges favouritism in Promotions”, 
in which workers union are reported to challenges the transfer of a senior official as 
favouritism.   The story is of public interest since it involves decisions taken in 
government institutions.  The story is balanced because the reporter interviewed the 
Ministry official and a workers union member.    
The Botswana Gazette carried a story, “Election horror story” under the byline of 
Gazette reporter (July 9-19 The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2), in which a prominent 
politician is reported to have kidnapped and mutilated a child to increase his election 
luck.  It is of public interest because an influential politician is involved.   The story is 
balanced because it gave various sides of the matter, from several sources: tips by a 
relative of victim, the parents of missing child and police officials. 
The story, “Where is P10 Million? How it vanished from the OP to Kgatleng” 
(July 16- 22 The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 1) is of public interest since the Directorate on 
Corruption and Economic Crime says the millions were authorized to buy substandard 
chairs.  The public needs to know how public funds are used.  The story gave various 
sides of the matter through concerned officials, The Botswana Gazette informants and the 
Public Relations speaker for the Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime. 
Khonani Ontenbetse wrote a story a story on forgery in the (July 23-29 The 
Botswana Gazette 2008: 3) entitled “Criminal forging Cards”.  It reports that shopkeepers 
are linked to criminal syndicates involved in the scandal.   The story is of public interest 
since it sends a warning to the public.  The story is balanced in the sense that it is 
obtained from police and The Botswana Gazette informants. 
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The Botswana Gazette published the story “DCEC stops illegal land sale” by 
Khonani Ontebetse (July 30-August 5 The Botswana Gazette, 2008:2).  The story is of 
public interest, it is important for the citizens to know how land is distributed by corrupt 
means.  In the story the journalist reports that areas of land were sold for as little as P700.  
The story is balanced because it is obtained form various sources: Anonymous, Land 
Board Public Relations for Directorate on Corruption and Economic crime. 
An election fraud story carried in the The Botswana Gazette, (August 6-12 The 
Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2) depicts an event about which the public has a right to know 
in a democratic society.  The story, entitled “BDP and BNF use the same voters roll”, 
relates the fact that the ruling BDP party members plan to revolt in next year’s general 
elections because the two parties used same voters for primary elections. The story is 
balanced because it used spokespersons from both parties as well as the Voters roll. 
In another scandal a story, “NIIT sponsors Nkates political Campaign” published 
by (August 13-19 The Botswana Gazette 2008: 1), the Minister of Education  is reported 
to admit that he received sponsorship from NIIT business school.  The minister, as an 
influential figure in the Ministry of Education, bribed the school, thus the story is of 
public interest.  Various sources used include the minister, a NIIT representative, an 
anonymous private lawyer and a University of Botswana Education expert, which renders 
the story more accurate and lends it credibility. 
The story “Nchindo trial date set” by Khonani Ontebetse in the (August 13-19 
The Botswana Gazette 2008: 1) is a fraud story in which states that magistrate is expected 
to make a ruling on whether the Collins and Newman legal firm should represent a 
former Debswana Diamond mining company in a case in which the Managing Director 
defrauded the Debswana, the firm which was once a legal represented of the company.  
The story is of public interest as the Diamond mining company is responsible for 
generating the country’s foreign income.  The story is based on official reports and lacks 
reporter initiative or additional inquiry. 
Aubrey Lute wrote a story in the (August 13-19 The Botswana Gazette 2008:3) on 
six employees on suspension over the missing stone, entitled “Diamond goes missing at 
the cutting company”.  This is yet another story of public interest because diamonds are 
the backbone of the country’s economy.  The story used two sources the Managing 
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director and the police thus it is relatively balanced.  The newspaper is hereby reflecting 
the social responsibility role of the media. 
The story by Khonani Ontibetse in the (August 13-19 The Botswana Gazette 
2008: 7) entitled “Senior state lawyer threatened with prison” is also a story of public 
since 10 individuals are accused of defrauding the Central Medical Store.  It is a follow 
up story by gazette.  However the story lacks reporter’s initiative because it is derived 
from official reports, the court and Director of the Directorate on Corruption and 
Economic Crime. 
Konani Ontibetse wrote in the (August 27-02 September The Botswana Gazette, 
2008: 2) the story “Mineral exploration reports disappear.  It reflects the mismanagement 
of government department records, in which the Geological Survey lost a huge quantity 
of valuable record of mineral report from the national Geological Information Centre.  
The article is of public interest because the citizens are entitled to know how public 
officials mismanage information on minerals that are the backbone of the country.  The 
story is credible in the sense that it is not based on official reports only, but also on 
informants. 
The story by Aubrey Lute (September 10-16 The Botswana Gazette 2008: 3), 
“How to steal millions lawfully? Man reveals dark secrets of how government is cheated 
of millions of education money” is based on the reporter’s initiative and disclosure 
investigative element, because the gazette writers spied on conversations of those 
involved in the scam in a coffee shop.  The story is of public interest because citizens 
want to know how government officials are financing unaccredited courses in the 
concerned educational institutions, and misappropriate the taxpayers money. 
Aubrey Lute’s story on September10-16, (The Botswana Gazette 2008: 3) “Board 
secretary the big spender”, is of public interest because the public must know how the 
government officials misappropriate funds. The Land Board official reportedly renovated 
his house for private accommodation to the tune of P300 000.  The story uses anonymous 
sources which are normally regarded as not credible, and the Land Board Secretary.  
However, reporters cite anonymous sources in trying to protect their sources. 
The article (September 17-23 The Botswana Gazette 2008: 2), “Botswana 
passport for sale for up P20 000” in which employees of immigration connive with 
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criminals is of public interest because it involves forgery of public document and bribery 
by public officials. It used three sources, which makes it a balanced article. 
Another article, “DCEC raids Ngwaketsi land board: Opens new office”, carried 
on September 17-23 (The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2) speaks about questionable land 
allocation and unaccounted use of money by the land board office.  This makes the story 
of public interest because there is misappropriation of public property by public officials.  
The story is not balanced because it quotes one source, an official of the Directorate on 
Corruption and Economic Crime. 
Khonani Ontebetse’s article in the (September 24-30 The Botswana Gazette, 
2008: 4) entitled Nchindo trial starts next year discusses the former Managing director of 
Debswana mining company in a case where he is charged with defrauding the company.  
It is the The Botswana Gazette follow-up story to the article “Nnchindo trial date set” and 
it also attracts public interest since the diamonds are significant in the country’s 
economy.  The story however lacks the reporter’s initiative because it is based on court 
reports.  
The article “Banks, Insurance, SADC defrauded of about P300 000” by Khonani 
Ontebetse (October 01-07, The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 3) reports about a Nigerian 
citizen who appeared before court, charged with fraud.  The article attracts public interest 
because it reflects on corruption of custodians of the population’s money (Bank 
employees).  The story is balanced because it is obtained from several sources, a state 
witness,a Stanbic Bank witness, a former Barclays Bank employee, a court and the  
Directorate of Public Prosecution. 
Aubrey Lute wrote (October 08-14 The Botswana Gazette 2008: 4), “Will BDP 
expel or forgive Mzwinila and Malete?” He reports that the two members of parliament 
fraudulently registered and issued membership cards for primary elections.  The story is 
of public interest in a democratic country where elections are expected to be fair and free.   
The story is balanced because both members of parliament were invited for comment, but 
interviewing the voters would have made the story more credible. 
In the story “DCEC freezes tourism land application” published by Khonani 
Ontebetse (October 15-21 The Botswana Gazette, 2008: 2), the Directorate of Corruption 
and Economic Crime is reported to suspend the allocation of tourism land because of 
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suspected illegal lend deal.   It attracts public attention because citizens would like to 
know about these illegal land deals in the Land Boards, which are public institutions.  
 
Botswana Guardian 
 
The story by Dikarabo Ramadubu (June 6 Botswana Guardian, 2008: 4), 
“Nchindo returns to court” reflects on malpractice by a high official, the Managing 
Director of Debswana Diamond Mining Company during his term of office.  It is the 
public’s right to know about the malpractice in the company because as a public company 
it produces diamonds that are the backbone of the country’s economy.  The weakness of 
the investigative story is that it is obtained from the court case only, which makes it 
unbalanced. 
Tirelo Ditshipi (June 13 Botswana Guardian, 2008: 3) wrote the story 
“misadministration alleged at BAC. The Botswana Accountancy College is a public 
academic institution.  Therefore the article attracts public attention in the sense that the 
corruption and the quality of service the school offers are relevant to public interest.  The 
story seems credible because it gave various sides of the matter from the aggrieved staff, 
executive director, director of professional programmes and allegations from insiders.  
The story By Dikarabo Ramadubu “Court reviews multi-million robbery”, (June 
13 Botswana Guardian, 2008:5) is of public interest because Central Medical Stores, a 
government institution was swindled of millions.  This is yet a weak investigative story 
based only on information from court. 
Another story by Matthews Okumbe, “Dealing with the depressed” (July 4 
Botswana Guardian, 2008: 10) qualifies as an investigative story because because it 
explains the complex depression.  The story was balanced and credible because it 
explores the background, provides definition of depression and identifies factors leading 
towards suicide, signs of suicidal individuals and suggestions of how to help sufferers. 
Ntibinyane Ntibinyane published a story in the (July 25 Guardian 2008: 5) in 
which councilor is reported to be embroiled in a controversial tender to a company with 
which he has links. The story “ FCC in controversial tender” is of public interest because 
citizens are sensetive the corruption that takes place in councils when tender are issued.  
72 
 
In (August 15, Botswana Guardian 2008: 4), Bashi Letsididi published the story 
“Govt offer unaccredited courses” which revealed that government-owned tertiary 
institutions offered 53 unaccredited certificate programmes.  It is the public’s right to 
know the quality of the education that government institutions are offering.  The story 
appears balanced because it gives various sides of the matter through the education 
minister and the Botswana Training Authority spokesperson. However, it lacks credibility 
because the reporter did not interview students. 
The story “BOTA closes institutions” (August 22 Botswana Guardian 2008:2) 
under Botswana Guardian Reporter is a follow–up story to the previous Botswana 
Guardian story “Govt offer unaccredited courses” because Botswana Training Authority 
(BOTA) closed down the schools in question.  If there are consequences because of a 
newspaper article, this shows that the investigative story had the needed impact on the 
readership.  This story is a follow-up story to the story on unaccredited courses.  
The last investigative story for the newspaper within the study period is the one in 
which Limkonkwing University is involved in a mismanagement scandal.  The article 
(August 29, Botswana Guardian 2008:1) entitled “Prof Thapisa Quits Limkonkwing”’ 
narrates a case of mismanagement at the university, clouded with some tribalism and 
nepotism.  The story is of public interest because citizens in a democratic society need to 
be informed of corruption in university institutions.  The story seems credible because it 
used various sources such as a former lecturer, a member of parliament and a university 
management speaker who gave different sides of the matter. 
 
Daily News 
 
The story with the headline “Masalila” urges public servants to guard against 
corruption” by Lesetedi Chikumbuzi (October 17 Daily News 2008: 4). It is here 
identified as investigative only because the word corruption was used in the article as. 
But its weakness as an investigative story is that it does not implicate to a specific 
individual who was involved in the reported corruption. It is based on an address by the 
Minister of Local Government warning public servants against corruption such as 
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awarding tenders to friends. It is also weak in the sense that it is one-sided using one 
source, the minister. 
The second investigative story on forgery entitled “DPP presses more charges” by 
Thanani Shabani (September 12 Daily News 2008:11), in which someone is accused of 
obtaining a qualification by false pretence, forging Bachelor of Law Degree certificate 
for employment, attracts public interests. Citizens expect a high quality of service from 
these public institutions. The weakness of the story is that it is court-based and thus 
unbalanced and lacking reporter’s initiative, which is integral in investigative journalism. 
Another story “Anderson fraud trial continues by Thamani Shabani (September 5 
Daily News, 2008: 8) in which the individual is reported to have obtained over half a 
million Pula by false pretence is yet another one-sided story based on court reports only 
hence it lacks the reporter’s initiative.   The story is placed deep inside the newspaper, 
which seems to suggest that the newspaper attaches less value to investigative reporting 
Benjamin Shapi (June 6 Daily News, 2008: 5) wrote a story in which employees 
of a city council are reported to have connived with Daisyloo Company to defraud 
Government of 24 million Pula for bush clearing. The story is also court-based and one 
sided and lacks reporters initiative. Here the article attracts public interest because the 
public  is sensitive to tenders that defraud city council funds. 
Keonee Majota (June 20 Daily News 2008: 5) wrote the article “Mothusi Rubadiri 
corruption case resumes”, which also lacks reporter’s initiative because it is based on 
court reports. This is a case in which the accused prominent lawyer fabricated evidence 
and received stolen property and promised to reward a former worker if he gets his 
clients file. It attracts the public interest and fulfils the need to know if justice is being 
executed properly in the legal system. 
Benjamin Shapi also published a story (June 20 Daily News, 2008: 7) entitled “ 
CMS accused get bail” which states that 8 of the 10 suspects accused of defrauding 
Central Medical Stores were granted conditional bail. It is public’s right to know how 
millions of Pula are wheedled from public institutions. However the story is biased on 
court reporting. 
Kamogelo Rajela (July 2 Daily News, 2008: 8) published another story that 
constitutes a warning against corruption. The story is not implicating any victim of 
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corruption, which disqualifies it as investigative story, but it is educational.  It is based on 
two sources, the Minister and Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Labour and Home 
Affairs, which gives it balance. 
On August 22, 2008, (Daily News 2008: 8) Thanani Shabani published a story “ 
Lionjanga appears on corruption charge”. It is yet another story based on court reporting 
thus  it lacks reporter’s initiative on that note. The accused ex-Chairman of Public 
Procurement and Assert Disposal attended a proceeding that awarded his relative’s 
company a tender. Naturally the public wants to know how whether the tenders in public 
institutions are awarded in a corrupt manner. 
A follows up of a story is an element integral to investigative journalism. The 
Daily News (August 29 Daily News 2008: 5) , published a follow-up to the story about 
the Central Medical Stores (CMS) fraud. In the story  “Moroka decries Cole, Molefe 
bail”, a continuing case is discussed in which two suspects who defrauded CMS of 
millions have been denied bail, however the story still lacks in reporters initiative because 
the follow up story facts were derived from the court only.  The story is of public interest 
because citizens needs to be aware of corruption in public institutions like CMS. 
Kgotsofalang Botsang, published a forgery story in (August 8 Daily News, 
2008:1) entitled “Ministry grapples with foreign corruptions” which is relates to the 
fogery that goes on in public institutions, in connection with documents like residence 
permits. The story is about a growing culture of corruption in various areas of work and 
resident permits. However the story does not implicate any individual, but sensitizes the 
public about forgery, through an address by Minister of Home Affairs and CEO 
Botswana Export Development. 
In another story by Moshe Galeragwe, (August 01 Daily News, 2008: 4) an 
election fraud story, in which the incumbent MP is accused of rigging elections by the 
ruling party. The story is balanced because it used two sources the incumbent MP and 
BDP executive secretary.  It is of public interest to know how elections are rigged in a 
democratic society. 
Moreri Moesi (August 1 Daily News 2008:7) wrote a follow up of the DaisyLoo 
Company and City Council fraud story. The City council employees connived with the 
DaisyLoo to defraud millions for a de-bushing exercise. The follow-up is weak in terms 
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of investigative journalism, because it is not the original work of the reporter.. This 
means the follow-up lacks the initiative of the reporter. However the story is of public 
interest since public institutions are implicated. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter V 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
  
The survey  
The assessment of attitudes of news journalists in Botswana shows that reporters 
who participated in the study have positive attitudes toward investigative journalism.  
This is supported by the fact that over 70% of the respondents agree with the authentic 
definition of investigative journalism.  They also agree that not all reporting is 
investigative, which translates to the fact that they consider the genre as a special calling 
which demands more efforts than everyday reporting.   The journalists showed that they 
have a good understanding of journalistic codes of ethics that enhance objectivity in 
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investigative reporting.  For instance, over 90% of the respondents supported the 
concealing of sources in order to keep these sources. 
More than half of the respondents say it is difficult to get space, time and 
resources for investigative journalism.  The situation could be attributed to the draconian 
laws on prohibited publications - Section 47 and the Printed Publications Act [CAP 
20:01] – in the legislation of Botswana.  The laws could bar the entry of new newspaper 
titles since approval has to be sought from the registrar of newspapers.  The 
establishment of new newspaper titles could increase diversity and opportunities for 
reporters to publish.  These sections also prohibit information flow as a result of prior 
restraint implied in them.  Limited space and time for investigative reporting also 
indicates a lack of support for investigative journalists within the newsrooms. 
The majority of respondents showed a good understanding of the purpose of 
investigative journalism and the role it plays in a democracy.  Over 90% of the 
respondents say it is necessary in establishing and furthering democracy. 
A good number of journalists said that access to information is limited, with 80% 
of the opinion that the law stating that government should determine what classified 
information is, interferes with investigative journalism.  These journalists fear the law 
that states that any person who communicates any classified matter, is guilty of an 
offence.  The law is even more problematic because it leaves it to the discretion of the 
authorizing officer to decide what is classified.   
Despite a shortage of resources a majority of the respondents said that their 
organization fulfils the watchdog role for the society over government.  A large number 
of respondents state they are encouraged to practice journalism.  Only very few are have 
been put under pressure to stop practicing investigative journalism.  This shows that the 
reporters enjoy the right to freedom of expression enshrined in the 1966 constitution of 
Botswana, to a large extent.  Section 12 of the constitution states that except with his own 
consent hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of expression. 
The majority appreciates that journalistic skills and being critical are topmost 
factors in investigative reporting.   They also acknowledge that education and knowledge 
of journalistic standards are pertinent to investigative journalism. 
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In terms of obstacles faced by investigative reporters, the respondents indicated 
state secrecy and financial constraint as the most impeding factors in practicing 
investigative journalism in the country.  State secrecy, which coincides with the National 
Security Act [Cap 23: 01] that gives the government the right to determine what 
information is classified, impacts negatively on the activities of local reporters.  
Furthermore, the Criminal procedure act also supports state secrecy in Botswana because 
it denies the reporter access to first-hand information on issues of public interest, since 
the journalist has to wait for a court decision to publicise an issue. 
A third (33%) of the respondents agreed that libel and defamation laws are a 
hindrance to investigative journalism.  Reporters and publishers are normally aware of 
the consequences, particularly cost-implications that result from legal suits by those who 
claim defamatory damages.  The law is problematic for reporters because there is no 
definite explanation of act of defamation. 
 
The content analysis 
 
The breakdown of results for the four local newspapers reflects extremely low 
percentages of investigative journalism, mostly recording close to zero percent.  This 
tends to support the hypothesis that investigative journalism is not practiced extensively 
in Botswana. 
A majority of the respondents said that it is unethical to use stolen documents.  
This is because the press fears the draconian laws on sedition, treason, the public service 
act and alarming publications-section 59. These sections of the law make it difficult for 
reporters and publishers to decide to whether such leaked information is seditious, 
because the presiding officer to the case has the liberty to decide. This information form 
the questionnaires is mirrored by the small number of investigative articles found in the 
newspaper content analysis conducted for this study. 
The majority of the 62 stories that were identified as investigative stories lacked 
the reporter’s initiative because they were either based on court reports or official reports.  
None of the stories were derived through sole initiative of the reporter.  According to 
Aucoin, (2002: 91) an investigative article should be revealed through the original, time-
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consuming “digging” of the reporter.  Furthermore, most of the articles used merely one 
source, thus reducing the accuracy and credibility of the story.  Fourie (2005:157) 
emphasises that an investigative story is accurate and credible if it gives various sides of 
the matter.  This is achieved by getting both sides of the story from those involved in the 
scandal.  The stories also lacked controversy because they were one-sided, while the 
definition of investigative journalism states that “it seeks not just the obvious informants 
who will be uncontroversial or economical with truth, but less obvious [individuals] who 
know about disturbing secrets and are angry or disturbed enough not to divulge them” 
(Spark 2003: 6).  
Out of the four local newspapers, The Botswana Gazette had the highest 
percentage of investigative journalism stories during the period of study, June 2008 to 
October 2008.  However, all the four newspapers seemed to report on similar issues, such 
that the issues found in one newspaper are in fact reported in all of them.  This could be 
because these newspapers obtain most of their stories from the same source, mainly the 
court and government officials.  The majority of the stories revealed wrong-doing and 
corruption in public institutions: consequently, they attacked mostly government 
officials. 
The research results show that journalists in Botswana have positive attitudes 
toward investigative journalism, and the content analysis for the period of the study 
indicates that investigative content reflects the watchdog role of the profession over the 
abuse of power by individuals.  However, content analysis of the four local newspapers 
shows that only few investigative stories are published in these four local newspapers, 
compared to other content.  The majority of the stories were based on court reports, 
which so not necessarily constitute first-hand information   The results therefore support 
the hypothesis that investigative journalism is not practiced extensively in Botswana as in 
other countries such as South Africa. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. Further research is required on the attitudes of Botswana Journalists towards 
investigative journalism. 
 
2. Further research is required in the area of current practices of investigative 
journalism in Botswana. 
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Appendices 
 
 
Appendix 1 
 
Table 1:  Attitudes of investigative Journalists 
Category Strongly 
Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 
 
Total 
Respondents 
Question 1 6 10 3 1 - 20 
Question 2 3 3 2 12 1 21 
Question 3 6 7 6 1 1 21 
Question 4 3 12 4 1 1 21 
Question 5 4 3 3 8 3 21 
Question 6 5 9 5 2 - 21 
Question 7 8 8 4 1 - 21 
Question 8 3 7 8 3 - 21 
Question 9 11 6 2 2 - 21 
Question10 14 6 1 - - 21 
Question11 5 4 3 8 1 21 
Question13 3 10 5 3 - 21 
Question14 16 4 1 - - 21 
Question15 4 7 4 4 2 21 
Question16 1 3 9 1 7 21 
Question17 1 8 5 1 6 21 
Question18 3 8 6 3 1 21 
Question19 1 8 5 7 - 21 
Question20 5 3 8 4 1 21 
Question21 4 4 9 3 1 21 
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Question22 13 4 2 1 1 21 
 
 
COVERING LETTER 
 
P.O. Box 4858 
Gaborone 
Botswana 
 
31st October, 2008 
 
 
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM PROJECT 
 
My name is Kediretswe Pule.  I am an MA Applied Media student at the Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan University under the supervision of Bianca Wright and Janina Wozniak.  I 
am writing to invite you to participate in research in the form of a questionnaire. 
 
My MA project is entitled “Obstacles Faced by News Journalists in Investigative 
Reporting: An Analysis of Four Botswana Newspapers, June 2008-October 2008”. It 
is focusing on the practice of investigative journalism by news journalists in Botswana. 
The aim is to investigate the current practices of investigative journalism and obstacles 
faced by reporters in investigative journalism in Botswana.  
 
The questionnaire should take 30 minutes to complete.  Enclosed is prepaid envelope for 
return of questionnaire.  If you are able to complete and return the questionnaire within 
two weeks it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
The Information supplied will be treated as confidential. Access to questionnaire is 
restricted to my supervisor and myself.  Completion of questionnaire is voluntary.  If you 
would like to obtain a summary of the results of this research, I am happy to send you a 
copy of the future publication. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Kediretswe Pule 
E-mail: kediretswepule@yahoo.co.uk 
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Tel: 3950586   
Cell: 72687417 
 
 
 
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Instructions: 
 
Tick the appropriate response or write answers as appropriate 
  
A. Demographic characteristics 
 
1. Gender Male                    Female 
 
2. What is your age range?  18-25 
    26-35 
    36-45 
    46-55 
    56+ 
 
3. Please indicate highest level of education. 
 
None    
Primary   
Junior Secondary  
Senior secondary     
Certificate      
Diploma             
First Degree  
Masters   
Doctorate    
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4. Do you have a qualification in journalism/media? Yes                No 
 
If you answered yes to question 4, state level 
attained_________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is your role at work?  
 
Reporter              editor            Manager 
Other (Please specify):_____________________________________________________ 
 
B. Attitudes to Investigative Journalism 
 
 
 
1.Investigative reporting is reporting of information that someone wants kept secret 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
2. All reporting is investigative 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
3. Investigative reporting is exposure of corruption and wrongful doing 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
93 
 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
 
4. Investigative journalism is explanation of systems 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
5. Investigative reporting results from luck 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
6. Investigative stories come from hunting 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
7. Investigative stories come from tips 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
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8. Investigative stories come from special knowledge 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
9. Journalists should be watch dogs of government 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
10. Investigative journalism is important in establishing and furthering democracy 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
11. It is difficult to get space for investigative journalism 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
13. It is difficult to find time and resources for investigative reporting 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
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 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
14. I will rather go to jail than reveal my sources in order to protect them 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
15. Use of false identification is helpful in obtaining information for investigative stories 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
16. Reporters should refuse using documents known to be stolen for investigative stories 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
17. Payments for stories should be allowed in investigative reporting 
 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
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18. The small, intimate and conservative nature of Botswana society interferes with 
objectivity needed for investigative journalism. 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
19. The traditions of democracy in Botswana are such that there is not a commitment to 
open society. 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
20. The defamation law that includes insults is too restrictive and works against 
investigative journalism 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
 
 
21. The libel law is too restrictive such that it interferes with investigative 
Choice Score Assigned 
 Strongly agree                               (5) 
 Agree                                            (4) 
 Neutral                                          (3) 
 Disagree                                        (2) 
 strongly disagree                           (1) 
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Appendix 2 
 
Table 2: Objective Obstacles 
Objective Obstacle Total Rank Score 
State secrecy 106 
Political Pressure 70 
Legal Restrictions 75 
Pressure from owners 66 
Economic Restraint 56 
Journalistic Inadequacies 73 
 
 
 
Table 3: Subjective Obstacle 
Subjective Obstacle Total Rank Score 
National Interest 55 
Personal privacy 54 
Danger to staff 46 
Political consideration 53 
Owner’s views 56 
Commercial consideration 65 
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Appendix 3 
 
 
Table 4: List investigative stories 
 
 
Article 
No. 
Author Page 
No. 
Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headline Sources 
cited 
Type of scandal 
1 Staff writers 3 June 13 Mmegi 17 million 
CMS case 
on today 
Court fraud 
2 Bame Piet 2 June 20 Mmegi Lefhoko to 
probe 
racism 
allegations 
Assistant 
Minister of 
trade 
Racism and 
abuse 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oliver 
Modise 
3 June 20 Mmegi I falsified 
docket  on 
promise of 
reward ex-
warder 
court Bribery and 
forgery 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gideon 
Nkala 
2 July 11 Mmegi Trade 
secrets in 
Tibone 
/Mogae 
case 
court Trade Secrets 
Article 
No. 
Author Page 
No. 
Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headline Sources 
cited 
Type of scandal 
6 Oarabile 
Mosikare 
7 July 11 Mmegi For Pete’s 
sake How 
did an 
exconvict 
get a job 
Public 
service act 
 
Private 
attorney 
 
Government 
Theft and 
falsified 
infomation 
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spokes 
person 
 
Villagers 
Head Men 
7 Oliver 
Modise 
2 July 25 Mmegi DPP 
accused of 
contempt in 
CMS case 
Court  Fraud 
8  
 
 
 
Oliver 
Modise 
2 August 29 Mmegi Court 
rejects  
CMS duos 
bail bid 
Magistrate/ 
court 
Fraud 
9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oliver 
Modise 
3 August 29 Mmegi Another 
counter 
appeal in 
the 
Daisyloo 
case 
Court Fraud  
Article 
No. 
Author Page 
No. 
Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headline Sources 
cited 
Type of scandal 
11 Gideon 
Nkala 
3 August 22 Mmegi Lionanja 
faces Graf 
charge 
court Favouritism 
13 Bame Piet 2 September 
5 
Mmegi  Minister 
denies 
intimidating 
police 
Attorney 
Minister 
Intimidation of 
subordinate 
14 Isiah 
Morewagae 
3 September 
5 
Mmegi Daisy loo 
case finally 
gets a 
Magistrate 
Court Fraud  
15  
 
 
 
Isiah 
Morewagae 
2 September 
19 
Mmegi Nchindo 
wins round 
one ? 
court fraud 
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16  Bame Piet 12 September 
19  
Mmegi For security 
reasons 
BDF cant 
account for 
over 
30million 
over 
expenditure 
Public 
accounts 
committee 
Misappropriation 
17  Staff writer 2 October 31 Mmegi Is govt 
treating 
Lionjanga 
with kids 
Public 
service act 
 
Ministry of 
finace 
 
court 
Favouritism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article 
No. 
Author Page 
No. 
Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headline Sources cited Type of scandal 
18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aubrey 
Lute 
2 June 18-24 Botswana 
Gazette 
Racism 
alleged at 
the Gas 
station 
Employees 
 
Geologist 
 
Saber Officials 
Racism 
19 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
3 June 18-24 Botswana 
Gazette 
SA 
companies 
wanted to 
Prosecution 
Officer 
 
Fraud  
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unfreeze 
CMS 17 
Million  
 
 
Defense 
counsel 
20 Aubrey 
Lute 
5 June 18-24 Botswana 
Gazette 
Botswana 
vulnerable 
to proceeds 
of crime 
Production and 
utilization of 
crime:2004-
2007 Report 
Fraud  
21 Gazette 
Reporter 
2 July 02-08 Botswana 
Gazette 
Lawyer 
investigated 
for money 
laundering 
Government 
security 
official 
 
Allegations 
(tips) 
 
PR-Directorate 
on Corruption 
and Economic 
crime 
 
 
Fraud 
22 Aubrey 
Lute 
2 July 9-15 Botswana 
Gazette 
Local 
Government 
union 
alleges 
favouratism 
in 
promotions 
Minisrty of 
local Gov’t 
Establishment 
Secretary 
 
Union 
Member 
Favouratism 
23 Gazette 
Reporter 
2 July 9-15 Botswana 
Gazette 
Election 
Horror 
Story 
Tips 
 
Relative of 
victim 
 
Parents of 
missing child 
 
Police 
Mutilation 
24 Aubrey 
Lute 
Front 
page 
July 16-22 Botswana 
Gazette 
Where is 
P10 
Million? 
How it 
vanished 
from OP to 
Kgatleng 
 Concerned 
official 
 
Gazette 
informan 
 
Directorate of 
Economic 
Crime 
Misappropriation 
25 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
3 July 23-29 Botswana 
Gazette 
Criminals 
Forging 
Credit 
Police 
 
Gazette 
Forgery 
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Cards informants 
26 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
2 July 30-
August 5 
Botswana 
Gazette 
DCEC 
Stops 
Illegal Land 
Sale 
Anonymous 
 
Tawana Land 
Board 
 
Directorate of 
Corruption and 
Economic 
Crime- PR 
Illegal land sale 
27 Aubrey 
Lute 
2 August 6-12 Botswana 
Gazette 
BDP and 
BNF use 
same voters 
in Primaries 
Voters roll 
 
Opposition 
Botswana 
National Front 
publicity 
Secretary 
 
Ruling 
Botswana 
Democratic 
Party 
Spokesperson  
Election Fraud 
28 Aubrey 
Lute 
Front 
page 
August 13-
19 
Botswana 
Gazette 
NIIT 
sponsors 
Nkates 
Political 
Campaign 
Education 
Minister  
 
NIIT 
Representative 
 
Anonymous 
private lawyer 
 
Univeersity of 
Botswana 
education 
expert 
Bribery 
29 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
Front 
page 
August 13-
19 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Nchindo 
Trial date 
set 
Directorate of 
Public 
Prosecution 
 
Chief 
Prosecution 
Counsel 
Fraud  
30 Aubrey 
Lute 
3  August 13-
19 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Diamond go 
missing at 
cutting 
company 
Managing 
Diretor 
 
Police 
Theft 
31 Konani 
Ontebetse 
7 August 13-
19 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Senior state 
lawyer 
threaten 
Suspects’ 
lawyer  
 
Fraud  
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with prison Court 
Directorate of 
public 
prosecution 
Director 
 
 
32 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
2 August 27-
September 
02 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Mineral 
exploration 
Reports 
disappear 
Dept. of 
geological 
Survey 
Official 
 
Gazette 
informants 
Mismanagement 
33 Aubrey 
Lute 
2 September 
10-16 
Botswana 
Gazette 
How to 
steal 
Millions 
Lawfully? 
Man reveals 
dark secrets 
of how 
government 
is cheated 
of millions 
of education 
money 
Gazette 
informants 
 
Tertiary 
Assurance 
professional  
Theft 
34 Aubrey 
Lute 
3 September 
10-16 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Board 
secretary 
the Big 
spender 
Land board 
secretary  
 
Anonymous 
Misappropriation 
35 Khonani 
Ontibetse 
2 September 
17-23 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Botswana 
Passports 
for sale for 
up to P20 
000  
Concerned 
employees 
 
Minister of 
Home Affairs 
 
Ministry of 
home Affairs 
PR 
Bribery and 
forgery 
36 Aubrey 
Lute 
2 September 
17-23 
Botswana 
Gazette 
DCEC raids 
Ngwaketsi 
land board: 
Opens new 
office 
Directorate of 
Economic 
Crime 
Misappropriation 
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Article 
No. 
Author Page 
No. 
Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headline Sources 
cited 
Type of 
scandal 
37 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
4 September 
24-30 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Nchindo trial 
starts next 
year 
Court  Fraud  
38 Khonani 
Ontibetse 
3 October 01-
07 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Banks 
Insurance, 
SADC 
defrauded of 
about P300 
000 
State 
witness 
 
Stanbic 
Bank 
witness 
 
Former 
Barclays 
Banl 
employee 
 
Court 
 
Directorate 
of Public 
Prosecution 
Fraud  
39 Aubrey 
Lute 
4 October 8-
14 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Will BDP 
expel or 
forgive 
Mzwinila 
and malete? 
MP 
candidate 
Mzwinila 
 
MP 
candidate 
Malete  
fraud 
40 Khonani 
Ontebetse 
2 October 15 -
21 
Botswana 
Gazette 
DCEC frezes 
tourism land 
application 
DCEC 
Public 
Relations 
Illegal 
land deals 
41 Nchizi 
Smarts 
8 October 22-
28 
Botswana 
Gazette 
Former 
Concilor in 
stock theft 
charge 
Court  Theft  
 
 
 
Article No. 
 
 
 
 
Author Page No. Date of 
issue 
Newspaper Headlin
e 
Sources cited Type of 
scandal 
42 Dikarabo 
Ramadubu 
4 June 6 Botswana 
Guardian 
Nchind
o 
returns 
to court 
court Malpractic
e 
43 Tirelo 3 June 13 Botswana Malad Ex. Director Maladmin
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Ditshipi Guardian ministra
tion 
alleged 
at BAC 
 
Staff 
members 
 
Director of 
Professional 
Programmes 
stration 
44 Dikarabo 
Ramadubu 
5 June 13 Botswana 
Guardian 
Court 
review 
multimi
llion 
case 
court Fraud 
45 Matthews 
Okumbe 
10 July 4 Botswana 
Guardian 
Dealing 
with the 
depress
ed 
Literature  Explanatio
n of 
Phenomen
a 
46 Ntibinyane 
Ntibinyane 
5 July 25 Botswana 
Guardian 
FCC in 
controv
ersial 
tender 
Councilor 
 
Council 
employee 
 
Reliable 
sources 
Fraud  
47 Bashi 
Letsididi 
4 August 15 Botswana 
Guardian 
Govt 
offer 
unaccre
dited 
courses 
Education 
Minister 
 
BOTA-PR 
Mal-
administra
tion  
48 BG 
Reporter 
2 August 22 Botswana 
Guardian 
BOTA 
closes 
instituti
ons 
Labour and 
Home affairs 
Minister 
 Mal-
administra
tion 
49 Bashi 
Letsididi 
1 August 29 Botswana 
Guardian 
Prof 
Thapisa 
quits 
Limkon
kwing. 
Parliament 
 
Former 
lecturer 
 
Sources close 
to 
Limkonkwin
g 
 
Favouratis
m 
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Article 
no 
 
Author  Page 
no  
Date of 
issue 
News 
paper 
Headline Source 
 
Type of 
scandal 
50 Kamogelo 
Ramocha 
8 July 25 Daily 
news 
Siele warns 
against 
corruption 
Minister of 
labour and 
home affairs 
Corruption 
in education 
51 Thamani 
Shabani 
8 August 
22 
Daily 
news 
Lionjanga 
appears on 
corruption 
charge 
Court  Favouritism  
52 Thabani 
Shabani 
5 August 
29 
Daily 
news 
Moroka 
denies 
Cole, 
Molefe bail 
court Fraud  
53 Kgotsofalang 
Botsang 
1 August 
08 
Daily 
news 
Ministry 
grapples 
with 
foreign 
corruption 
Minister 
 
CEO 
Botswana 
Export 
Development 
Fogery  
52 Moshe  
Galeragwe 
4 August 
01 
Daily 
news 
Kgatleng 
Member of 
parliament 
alleges 
vote 
rigging 
Incubent 
Member of 
Parliament 
 
Botswana 
Democratic 
Party 
Executive 
Secretary 
Election 
fraud 
54 Moreri Moesi 5 August 
01 
Daily 
news 
Order 
aginst 
Daisyloo 
fails 
court Fraud  
 
 
 
